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and reticulation to Dbe started. There
is an area in North Perth comprising

all the properties within the boundaries

of Farmer-street and Hunter-street. There
is an area in Leederville and another
one in West Perth, and also oune in

East Fremantle containing over 130 houses
waiting to be comnected with the sewerage
system, The Government have the material
with which to do the work, valned at over
£30,000, a hbuge stock of stoneware pipes,
plumbing material, and a good deal of other
stock for the works, but in spite of that no
provision has been made by the Minister for
Works te go on with these necessary under-
takings, which will also create employment,
and really be in the direction of a policy of
true cconomy.

The Minister for Works: It you will give
me tlhie money I will find plenty of employ-
ment.

Mr. JONES: [ will assist the Minister to
find the money. The only way that this money
ean be tound is by a tax upon the unimproved
value of land. This will throw the lands of
the State into use. There is a vast quantity
of unimproved land lying within a few miles
of the metropolitan area. Whilst this land is
lying idle, and whilst it continues to be an
absolute menace to the future of the State,
settlers are being forced farther and farther
back into areas which are practieally wnap-
proachable, but which are taxable by the
railways in respect to the freights and

farezs which are imposed upon the
goods of the farmer. It appears from
the Taxation Commissioner’s fignres that

we have in this State unimproved land
to the wvalue of only about 19 million
pounds. It has, however, been shown
by the ‘“West Australian’’ and by other
people that the value of this land is nearer
40 million pounds, I believe that up to now
the true value of the lands of the State has
never teally been arrived at, and until our
Jands are valued we shall not have taken
stock of the taxable property that we have
in the State. As things now are, a man pos-
sessing a property puts in a return to the
Taxation Departmment year after year, and I
for one wish we could see an end to such a
practice. I have no doubt that there are
business men in the city to whom it costs
more to get out their taxation returns every
year than jt does to keep their ordinary
book-keeping account. There is no other
State of the Commonwealth in which it is
necessary to make this return year after
year, and this fact is mainly due to our not
having a proper valuation of our lands upon
which a tax ean be based. The member for
York (Mr. Griffiths) said he could not apgree
to an increase in freights and fares. Surely
he cannot be acquainted with the findings
of the junta of the Country party, which de-
cided that it could not countenance the de-
termination of the Government, during the
final months of last year, to raise freighta
and fares, and that consequently the Govern-
ment had to do as they were ordered. and
abandon the idea. The producer paye
freights on the products that he sends to the
eity, and on the commodities tbat he takes
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back to his holding. The railway charges are
entirely a class tax upon the tarmer.

Hon. W, €, Angwin: it is the consumer
who pays the tax.

Mr. Johnston: The farmer pays the lot.

Mr. JONES: I fear that the producer pays
more a8 far as railway charges are concerned
than the ordinary consumer. Railway con-

struction has increased the value of the
lands affected by it.

Mr. Johpston: As well as the lands in
Perth.

Mr. JONES: Qur railways have increased
the value of land wot oanly in Perth, but iu
every other town in the State. 'This is not
the only thing, of course, which has increased
the value of land. The erection of a house
or factory on a block of land enhances the
value of a wvacant bleck adjoining, just as
the cultivation of land by the farmer will in-
crease the value of the unimproved land
Iying mext to it. It is a just thing that the
value of unimproved land, to which the
owner has contributed nothing, but which
has heen ereated by the community, should
belong to the community, and if the Gov-
ernment would take that matter up the
Minister for Works would find sufficient
fundg with which to carry on the pgreat
schemes he has for regenerating the Siate.
An unimproved land tax would bring land
inte cultivation, would encourage industry,
and would eventnally prove an infallible
means for providing employment, and foster-
ing that spirit of true economy which 1
should like to see the Governmeni taking up
on the next Estimates,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reparted.

Hounse adjourned at 10.15 pm.

Regislative Council,

Tuesday, 19th February, 1918.

The PRESIDENT togk the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1. Rabbit Ae¢t Amendment.
2. Vermin Boards Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Colonial Secretary,
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MOTION — COLL1E  COAL
MINING INDUSTRY.

The PRESIDENT I have to-day re
ceived the following letter from Hon. J. Ew-
ing:—

I propose at the sitting of the House to-
day before the business on the Notice
Paper is proceeded with, to move that, at
its rising, the House shall adjourn till
Thursday next. I do so for the purpoese of
debating a matter of urgeney, namely, the
unrest existing at the present time in the
Collie distriet, which may possibly lead to
a cessation of mining operations in the
district, unless immediatc steps be taken
to prevent the same. I may add that I
shall have ne difficulty in securing at least
four members to approve of this course,
as provided by Standing Order No. 58

URGENCY

Four members having risen in their places,

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [4.35): I
am grateful to you, Mr. President, and to
hon. members for giving me the opportunity
of placing before the House, and T trust be-
fore the people of Western Auwstralia, what
appears to me to be a very momentous ques-
tion which is disturbing the minda of the
people at the present time. I say that ad-
vigedly, because I am satisfied that not only
is the matter disturbing the minds of the
miners and those living on the Collie ecoal
mining industry, but it is a question which
has been for a long time before the people
of Western Australia, apd it is desired now
to see a settlement of it brought about, and
some tranquility prevailing. You, Mr, Pre-
sident, have outlined in the notice which
you have read, the reason I had for submiit-
ting this motion, T desire to draw the at-
tention of the (Government fo the wurgent
necessity there is for settling this matter,
About six weeks ago a conference was called
by the Minister for Railways and at that
conference there were present the Minister
for Mines who was in the chair, the Commis-
zioner of Railways, the Chief Mechanieal Iin-
gineer the Colliery owners, representatives
of the miners, and representatives of the En-
gine Drivers and Firemen’s Union. The po-
gition as it appeared then showed that it was
necessary that those who represented the
Collie miners in Parliament should bave an
opportunity of attending that conference so
that they might thoroughly understand the
position and sec what was heing done. That
view was placed before the Minister by Mr
O’Loghlen, who at the present time is watch-
ing the interests of Collie in the absence of
Mr. Arthur Wilson, the member for Collie.
who i3 at the Front, and T take this appor-
tunity of expressing my regret that that
gentleman 15 not with us to-day, beeanse so
satisfactory has been his work in conneetion
with the coal industry during the past few
vears that if he had been ‘with us the posi-
tion as we find it to-day would mnot exist.
Mr. O'Loghlen in making his request to the
Minister was good emough te include my
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name, because Mr, Wilson before leaving this
State coupled my name with that of Mr.
O’Loghlen and asked me to do what I couild
to assist Mr. O’Loghlen whenever the in-
terests of coal mining were in question. The
Minister for Mines stated tbat he would not
allow cither of us to attend the conference.
I also approached the Minister to see whether
my two colleagues in this House, Messrs.
Clarke and Rose, would be allowed to attend
the conference with me 8o that they might
have a full knowledge of what was taking
place and so that if the opportunjty came
later on to debate the question in Parlia-
ment, we should all know the pros and cons
of the position. The Minister replied that
a question of pelicy was not inveolved in the
conference, that the only object of the con-
feronce was to obtain information to enable
Lim as Minister to adjudicate. To my utter
astonishn:ent, I found out later thut nothing
but a question of policy was involved, and
that the Commissivner for Railways, the Chief

Mechanical Engineer, and the representa-
tive of the Engine-drivers’' Association
went to that conference and fully made
up their minds that they would force

upon the people a certain pogition. After
the matter had been debated aad the
Minister had endeavoured to come to some
conclusion the Commissioner for Railways
offered to the Proprietary Company four-
sixths of ihe whole of the Government order,
and onc-sixth to the Cardiff Company and
one-sixth to the Collie Co-operative Com-
pany, thereby ‘destroying and disturbing the
industrial eonditions obtaining at Collie, and
thereby wiping out with one blow all the
goed which had been done in years gome by.
The proposal was uppalatable to those who
represented the other five collieries and they
refused to agree. The Minister then said he
would take a trip to Collie and investigate
matters on the spot. The Minister took that
trip and I am pleased to say that a mumber
of members agreed to accompany him to
Collie to see for themselves the conditions
prevailing there. The object of those hon.
members was to make themselves familiar
with the conditions so that when the matter
came before Parliament they would be able
to adjudicate on it with a practieal know-
ledge of what waa taking place. A state-
ment was made in the Press that that trip
was something in the nature of a pienie. Tt
was nothing of the kind. Tt was hard work
right through and T am glad tbe hon. mem.
bers who went down did not shirk their res.
ponsibilities. They obtained the jnforma-
tion they required and when the time arrives
they will be able te adjedicate fairly. The
Government must not be blamed for any es-
travagance beeause there was mome at all.
No special train was engaged, for every
train which was used in connection with that
trip was an ordinary train which carried
goods or merchandise. I maintain that be-
fore we can come to a preper conclusion on
this matter, it would be better if the Min-
ister placed on the Table of the Homse the
papers relating to the whole of the proceed-
ings of that conferemce, so that hon. mem-
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bers may know what took place there. In
tbat way we will be able to judge as to
the merits of the conference. All were pre-
pared to await the decision of the Minister
for Railwaye after his visit to Collie, but,
unfortunately, there was a catastrophe at the
Collie Co-operative mine, which mine em-
ploys 220 men, the largest number engaged
on any single mine in Collie,. That mine had
been supplying to the Government between
1,200 and 1,500 tons of coal per week and
also did a prospercus shipping trade. That
disasirous ereep or fall bas been a scrious
thing for those comnected with the com-
pany, but I am not going to touch wpon that
at this moement. ] want to impress upon hon.
members the necessity for ealling atten-
tion to the action of the Commissioner for
Railways at a time like this. One would have
thought, when the Commissioner and the
Minister must have known that things were
simmering and trouble wag brewing, that
they would have equally distributed all of
tbe coal to the surviving collieries in Collie
until the question was settled. This, how-
ever, was not done. The Commissioner prac-
tically gave the whole of the shortages to
the Proprietary Company. This creaied a
very serious position, and also raised 2 doubt
in the minds of the miners as to what was
going to be done to overcome the difficulty;
and to impress upon the Minister the neces-
sity for altering the position, the miners’ re-
presentatives, Mr. O’Loghlen and myself,
waited upon him at Collie, and asked him to
give an equal distribution of the shortages,
at any rate during the time that matter was
under discussion, so that there should be no
doubt in the minds of the miners at Collie
as to what the policy of the Government was.
T regret to say that the Minister would not
agree to that, and is going en. This precipi-
tate action on the part of the Commissioner
is the sole cause of my moving thia reselu-
tion to-day. The miners and the mine owners
of Collie, and the Railway Association and
all concerned, were perfectly satisfied to
wait until due considerdtion was given to
the matter by the Minister. They did not
wish to hurry him in dealing with what is a
very important question, but the action of
ihe Minister and the Government in allowing
Mr. Short to act as he did conveyed
to the minds of the Collic people that
this was to he the general policy of the Gov-
ernment, and they resent it very much in-
deed. They have held certain meetings in
Collie, and cecrtain resolutions were carried.
It is to nrge upon the Government the neces-
sity for overcoming the difficulty, and deing
the right thing, that T have taken this op-
portunity of to-day bringing before the
House this resolntion, in the lhope that hon.
members will fearlessly give their opinions
upon the question. I do not know, outside
my own eolleagues, who are with me heart
and soul, the feelings of any hon. member
in the matter, nor have I asked any hon.
member to express an opinion on the sub-
jeet. The merits of the case constitute the
matter upon which members will be asked to
decide, and if T am able to place these merits
before them in an intelligent manner, and
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enable them to arrive at a conclusion in com-
mon with my own I shall be satisfied. The
policy of every (Government since the in-
ception of the coal mining industry in this
State has been that which is carried on to-
day. Successive Governments, after the ini-
tial stages when Lord Forrest started the
coal mines at Collie, bave encouraged the
expenditure of money upon the development
of our collieries, as well as upon boring and
aseertaining, if possible, what good coal
therc was in Western Australia. The policy
was alse to enecourage every man, every
company, and every body of men who de-
sired to do so to prove the country, in order
to get the best article possible for the State.
The Commissioner for Railways has at all
times opposed this cqual distribution of or-
ders. His reason in the early stages was
this: when one or two companies started at
Collie the Government asked the Commis.
sioner to give certain orders, The Commis-
sioner said ‘It is far better and easier for
me to control only ofie company, and T desire
to do so.’’ From that time up to the present,
irrespective of whuat Government were in
power, the Commissioner has at -all times
fought against this equal distribution, and
the variows Governments of the day have
thought differently and bhave cncouraged
each colliery company to develop its mine
by giving it a share of the Government or-
ders. T know this does not obtain in other
parts of the world, but it is a practice which
has tended to build vp this industry in West-
ern Australia, and has proved of great ad-
vantage to the people of the State. This
policy has been carried on by suceessive
Governments up to the present day, and is
responsible for the existence of the colliery
companies in Collie at the present moment.
I will enemerate these various companies
presently, and deal with the merits of each.
I am not here to compare one company with
another, but to tell a plain unvarnished tale
in the hope that the object I have in view
may be accomplished. This went on until the
Labour Government came into power in
1812. Hon, P. Collier was Minister for Rail-
ways and Mines at the time, and was ap-
proached by the people of Collie on many
occasions and asked to give an equal distri-
bution of orders. It will be inferred from
this that an equal distribution of orders did
not obtain at that time, but as a matter of
faet it did. What the companies wanted
wag confirmation of the then existing condi-
tions. Collieries were coming into existence
and getting their equal share of the Govern-
ment orders, but the Commissioner was all
the time opposed to this, and the object of
those interested was to have the whole thing
placed upon a firm basis, The Minister did
not at firat actede to the requests that were
made to him. I was not present when these
deputations waited upon him, but I have
read the arguments and reasons placed be-
fore the Minister. After several deputations
had waited wpon him. the Ainister granted
equal distribution. Al the time that Hon.
P. Collier was in office as Minister for Rail-
wavs I do not think he had laid before him
a single complaint with regard to the man-
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agement of ‘Collie ecoal mines, nor had he a

report made to him as to the inferiotity
of any of the coal I think
the hom. gentleman will sfate this
himself in  another place. [ know it

to be a fact at all events, and that heing
so I wonder and marvel how it can be said
that Collie coal has deteriorated in such a
ghort time. Buccessive Governments have
refused to nccede to the requests of the
Commissioner to place his orders with one
colliery only. This has brought about a
peculinr position, because the Government
have been approached.by the engine-drivers
and firemen’s association. T notice in this
morniug’s paper a statement by those who
speak for this particular association, and
have no hesitation in saying that a large
portion of the statement is quite contrary
to fact. I shall endeavour to prove this in
the course of my remarks. T may here ex-
press my absolute astonishment that this
body of workers i8 not in uniom or in
sympathy with those working in another in-
dustry, and T anarvel that it should act
in this manner. It is incomprchensible to
me. There seems to' bhe some sinister in-
fluence at work. T cannot solve this ques-
tion, but can place no other construction
than that upen it. The statement in the
‘“West Australian’’ is cne which c¢an be
vontraverted very easily, and T shall en.
deavour to do so. If I were an ontsider, a
man in the street, with not a full knowledge
of this question and I picked uwp a ‘‘West
Australian’”  and read that statement
through from end to end, I am certain that
T should be influenced very greatly by it.
Everyone will say ‘“Who is a better judge
of Collie coal than those who have to use
it?’! They have timed this thing beautifully.
They knew that this resolution was coming
on here te-day, and that aetion would be
taken simultancously in another place upon
the same question. They timed this so that
no reply could be made to them. TUnless we
have in another place, as well as here, those
who know the conditions and those who are
able to plarc them hefore the people in a
proper light, a large amount of damage may
be done to those concerned in the Collie
industry. Take the position with regard to
the coal industry. The Collie coalfields
cover a proved coal-bearing area of 27,000
acres, and the Proprietary company lenses
5.000 acres of this area. On the same strike
and in the same zone are otber collieries
working there on similar classes of eoal, Is
it possible that all the good coal in that dis-
trict is concentrated in this 5,000 aecres? 1
want to make it elear, so far as the engine-
drivers and firemen are concerned, that they
have my sympathy if they have to work
with dirty eoal. T am here to-day to ask
the Government to use upon the railways
nothing that is not in the intercsts of the
people of the State. Engine-drivers con-
tend that dirty coal is supplied to them.
It is a faet that in 1910 when there was
serious trouble in the Eastern States there
was a large demand for Collie ¢oal in Fre-
mantle for bunkering. T do not say that
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the Collie voal mine owner did the right
thing on this oecasion, and [ do not wish te
mention any particular company, but at
that time there is no doubt that ecoal was
supplied which was not satisfactory. This,
of courde, gave rise to some trouble in re-
gard to  the bunkering trade, but
that trouble has now been overcome.
So far as dirty coal is concerned, T desire
to point out that the Commissioner has a
contract with the colliery owners at Collie,
That econtract fully proteets the Commis-
sioner, and he has the right to reject dirty
coal. If he does not rejeet it, he is not doing
what is right in the interests of the State.
That is why T say that this question of dirty
coal does not touch the question of the equal
distribution of conl. He has the right to
send an inspector to each colliery, and if the
conl is not satisfactory or is being mined
in an unsatisfactory manncr, he has the right
to direct the mine owner to mine the coeal ae-
cording to his requirements. I ask any hon.
member, if any greater powers have ever
heen given tn anyone? Why does he not
exercige these powers? 1f he does exereise
them, then the coal that he complains of
should not be forthcoming, that is dirty coal,
The Commissioner has a perfect right, and
no hon, member can say otherwise, to demand
that elean ecoal be supplied for the working
of the railways. That being so, he should
take the necessa1y action to seeure it. T
wish to point out one phase of the question
which appeals very much 1o me, but which
is not thought of by the Government now T
fear, or by the Commissioner. It is a ques-
tion which i3 of great importance to West-
crn Austrulia, T should like to take hon,
membess as far back as 19035, whea Dr.
Jack made n very volumioous and valuable
report on the Collie coal industry. He is a
man of high scientific attainments, and he
said then, in regard to railway supplies com-
ing from one colliery, that if this were done
a great injusticc would be committed to
those who had invested their money in other
companies, and that it was not a right thing
to do. He told the people whe were en-
gaged in that industry at that time that the
golotion of their difficulties lay in the private
trade and in the oversea trade. He snid the
policy of the Government was to huild up
and build up further collieries, which as
they were developed, got their portion of the
Government trade. That being so, he aaid
the time would arrive when there would not
be suflicient Governmaat trade to make all
these cellieries profitable propositions. There-
fore, he said, the collieries wmust pgo afield
and build up private trade, Collie has done
that splendidly as regards the private trade
in Perth. T do not think there is a manu-
factory or a brewcry around Perth using
Newecastle coal to-day. The people of West-
ern Australia are satisfied that they have a
coal good enough for them in the State,
From time to time it has heen said that Col-
lie coal is not a safe export coal. T am pre-
pared to admit that it is not a satisfactory
conl to send to other parts of the world for
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cousmption. But it is a highly satisfactory
coal from the bunkering point of view.

During the few years intervening between
the making of Dr. Jack’s report and the
present time, from 300,000 to 350,000 tons of
coal has been bunkered from the field of
Collie. That has a great bearing on the ques-
tion. The bunkering trade did not start, T
should mention, until about six or seven years
ago. Which of the companies, however, have
taken this matter im hand? At all events, it
is not the company now favoured by the
Commissioner of Railways, That trade has
been suceessfully worked up by the other
collieries of Collie. Now we are tfold that
these other collieries are to be dostroyed,
and that the company which made no effort—
or if they bave made an effort, made it un-
suceessfully—are to be bolstered up to the
detriment of the companies that tried to do
something in the interests of the Btate. The
bunkering trade means that Fremantle is a
magnificent coaling station. Mr, Allen, who
has just returned from the Eastern States,
made to-day a remark which produced a great
impression in me. It was tbat the pros-
perity of Sydney, the most prosperous of our
Australian capitals to-day, is due to the coul
mining in and aroupd Newcastle. I believe
that statement to be frue. Lel hon. memhbers
congider what would be the prosperity of
Perth in similar circumstances, if Bunbury,
Fremantle, and Albany were first class coal-
ing stations. Due credit should be given to
those companies which beilt up the bunker-
ing trade, even to the present limited extent.
No Collia colliery at the present time, or at
any time within my cxperience of the in-
dustry, could live without its share of the
Government orders. Thai statement applies
with much more force now than ever before,
owing to the falling off in the bunkering
trade and the war. I have read the last re-
port of the Royal Commission on the coal
mining industry from cover o cover, and I
am not able to find within its covers anything
whieh justifies the contention of the Com-
missioner of Railways, that he is asking for
the c¢oal which is of the greatest value to the
State, the Coilie Proprietary. The Westra-
lian and other Collie coals have a higher
calorific value than the coal whieh the Com-
missioner wishes to use solely. The disa-
bilitics of the other collieries should he re-
moved and can be removed, The Commis-
sioner of Railways pays upon a certain
standard of heating power. He ascertains
that standard and says, ‘‘That is the
value of the c¢oal to me; if you
come up to that standard T pay so much a ton
for the coal; if you go below that standard
T pay proportignately less.”’ And yet he has
picked out a particular coal of less calorific
value than two others on the field and proposes
to use that coal solely, I am unable to find
in the report of the Royal Commission any-
thing which would justify the action contem-
plated or suggested by the Commigsioner of
Tailwars. In speaking here this afternoon T
am not in any way speakipg agaiast the Gov-
ernment, because I do not at present know
what their policy is. It has pot been told ua.
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I am merely endeavouring to draw the atten-
tion of the House to the urgent need of action
ou the part of the Government, hoping that
that action will be in the direction which [
believe is in the best interests of the State of
Western Australia. Another phase of the
question, and a very important one from the
State’s point of view, outside the economic
question which I have dealt with, is the gues-
tion of the war. Not long after the war
started—early in 1915—the Government then
in power decided to continue all the contracts
with the particnlar eollieries during the cur-
reney of the war and for three months after
the termination of hostilitics. The companies
approach the Government, and get from them
an assurance as diselosed in appendix 31 to
the Royal Comumission’s report, an officer of
the Railway Department stating that the Gov-
ernment had decided to continuve the contracts
during the curreney of the war and for three
months after the termination of hostilities, I
want to know how the Commissioner of Rail-
ways proposes to set about breaking those con-
tracts, Of course there is a clause under
which he can give three months’ notice. Is
he going to be permitted to take advantage of
that clause in times like these? T do not be-
lieve the people of the State would for a mo-
ment tolerate such an action, Another most
important aspeet of the matter is the financial
one. The Government say they have no money;
and ecertainly they cannot expect any com-
pany to be deprived of their just rights under
contract, and under agreement with the Rail-
way Department, unless the Government are
prepared to pay the piper. In the event of
the breaking of the contract, each of these
ecompanies would no doubt take action against
the Government for destruetion of trade and
for loss of capital invested in the collieries.
What position will the Government find them-
selves in? Surely the Government will wait
until the war is over, wait faithfully and,
like any honourable business man, faithfully
observe the eontract and not seek to evade it
by a mere quibble. I am satisfied the Gov-
ernment will recognise the equity and justice
of what T say, and in the interests of the
State will stay the Commissioner’s hand, T
will give a concrete instance, the Scottish
Collieries. The capital for the development of
this mine was first subscribed in Secotiand, and
a second time subseribed in Scotland. On
both occasions it was squandered, greatly to
the regret of the people in Secotland, and much
to the regret of myself, as one interested in
the field. I do desire above all things that
capital invested in Western Australia, and
more cspecially invested here by people living
in the Old Country, should return a quid pro
quo. However, these Scottish investors lost
the capital they had subscribed. After
that certain people in Perth took up the
mine. They had a disastrous time, though
they did splendid work. T have no doubt
it will be within the recollection of
many hon. members that these were the first
people to work up the bunkering trade. In
faet, they worked it up to very comsiderahle
proportions. Owing to circumstances which T
will not dwell upon, this company went into
liquidation. Later on other people took over
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the colliery on certain conditions, and after
working for a time the mine was flooded, ex-
emption wag granted, and these new people
bored and found a splendid seam of coal.
Cpon discovering this, they were satisfied they
hail to obtain more capital in order to work
the seam. They hold a letter from the Com-
missioner of Hailways stating that when their
colliery is in a producing state he is prepared
to continue his contract with them. These
peojle have expended a considerable amount
of money, and this ha3 been done in good faith
on the assurance of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways that when the mine is in a position to
produee he will take their coal. Is he now to
be permitted to turn round and say that he
does not want their coal and that their mine
must be closeldl down? That is a concrete in-
stanee which can be proved, and I myself have
full knowledge of the truth of what 1 have
stated. Next, with regard to the Westralian
mine, This is a nine owned by the workers
of Collic. Many a worker in Collic has toiled
night and day and given up a large proportion
of his wages in order to keep his share in the
colliery going. This has been the case for a
considerable number of years. This mine has
a kand of shale in the seam now being worked,
but cvery ecare is exercised to keep the coal
clean, and it is well known to the engine-
drivers, to the Commissioner of Railways, and
also to the Covernment, from the Royal Com-
mission’s report, that a new seam has been
discovered above the seain now heing worked,
and that portion of this new seam was taken
out and submitted to the Royal Cominission
for trial, when it was proved, in point of
calorific value, to be the best coal yet pro-
duced in Collie and gave the best results yet
obtained from any Collie coal. This body of
working miners put the whole of their time
and money inte this particular colliery in an
endeavour to improve their position. Are they
to be told by the Commissioner of Railways
to-day, ‘' We want no more of you; we con-
fiscate all you have done; your capital and
energy and determination count for neo-
thing’’?  Surely the Government will wait
until such time as the men ean work the new
seam and deliver the coal which is of such
high value. Surely the Comimissioner of Rail-
ways wants the best article he can get, and
surely encouragement should he given to these
people rather than that their mine shounld he
condemned and placed in a position which is
untenable and from which they will e unable
to retrieve 4. As regards the Premier mine,
hon. members who made the visit to Collie
know that it produces a coal beantiful in ap-
pearance and high in calorific value. In the
opening portien of my remarks T showed how
valuable the Premier coal i3 in combination with
other Collie coals. The Premier mine is also
the produect of the work of the miners of Collie
—men who have worked night and day and
sacrificed everything in order to attain a bet.
ter position. Are they now to be told by the
Commissioner of Railways, ‘I want no more
of you’’t Tp to date those men have had a
great deal of trouble and have made no
money, Now, just as they are getting on
their feet, is the Commissioner of Railways to
tell them that he wants no more coal from
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them, and that he is going to give the whole of
the railway order to three companies? The
Co-operative colliery, which unfortunately bas
met with disaster, employed 220 men and re-
present the largest colliery at Collie,  They
had the biggest bunkering trade, and were
doing marvellons work in that direction for
the people of Western Australia, They were
doing it not alone for the Ce-operative ecom-
pany, but for you, Mr. President, and for me,
and for every man in the State who desires to
see the advancement of Western Australia.
1 know the grit of the wen in this company.
They are practically all working miners, and
have put in their money for years. Now they
are opening out a new seam of coal. They are
not daunted, but are facing the position.
Yet, notwithstanding the high calorifie
value of their coal from a railway point
of view, and indeed from every point of
view. they are told that they will only get
a sixth of the railway order, whiech means
that they will be placed at an extreme dis-
advantage in the markets of the world as
against another colliery. With regard to the
Cardiff colliery exactly what I have said
with regard to the Co-operative applies, except
that at the Cardiff mine there has been no
disaster; amd we all hope there will be no
digaster there or in any other mine. The
Cardiff people also have worked up a consider-
able bunkering trade, and they likewise are
placed at a disadvantage. I shall not apolo-
gise to hon. members for taking up their
time because I consider the question to be
of sueh vital importance as to demand the
attention of every public man in Westorn
Australia, of every man in the State who is
anxious for a fair and just settlement of
the question. A very important phase of
the matter—and this is not an economic
phase, but a phase which will appeal spee-
ially to members of this House—is that Col-
lie has done such good work for the Em-
pire. T believe more than a battalion of
soldiers was raised at Collie. There is
hardly an eligible man left in the town. No
town or district has more loyally responded
to the Empire’s call than has Collie. A
large number of those men who went to the
Front are sharcholders in those collieries
which the Commissioner of Railways is pre-
parcd to close down, Those men knew the
conditions obtaining when they weni to the
Front; they kinew, or thought they knew,
they were safe until three months after the
war. Yet while they are there fighting for
us all und for the honour of the Empire, it
is gravely propused that their money and
their livelihood should be taken from them
during their absence. If for no other
reason, I appeal te hon. memhers that this
injustice must not be done. The very
stones in the street would cry shame if it
were done. 1 am looking upon this from
the patriotic point of view, the point of
view which appeals to all of us. This thing
must not be done. If anything is to be done,
if any investigation is to be held, let it be
done or held when the war is over. Let us
keep faith with these men, let us not Aes-
troy their property while they fight for us
in France. In Collie to-day there are practi-
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cally 600 men at work in the mipes. Those
miners have been loyal and true to the Gov-
ernment. In 1910, while the strike was on
in the Eastern States, those men could have
stopped the wheels of industry in Western
Australia, Did they do sot No, they stood
by the Government of the State and sup-
plied from 30,000 to 40,000 tons of exfra
coal in order tec make up the shortage in
Newcastle coal, and in order to allow the
Railway Department to maintain tbeir re-
serve in ease the trouble should coutinue
for any great length of time, Again, dur-
ing the last strike in New South Wales which
has only recently ended, what did the coal
miners do? They stosd loyally by the Gov-
ernment and again kept the wheels of indus-
try going. Shall we forget aections of
this sort? Xt has been asked of me,
¢“Why do you worry so much about this?
If you are goimg to turn out a given quan-
tity of coal for the Railway Department it
will take only a certain number of workers
to do it, and you bave more men than you
want.’’ I am prepared to state that if the
proposal of the Commissioner of Railways is
put into effect 200 working men at Collie
will lose, first their work and then their
homes. Where are we to find work for
them now? They are not under 45 years
of age, they cannot go to the war. If they
were allowed to go, sueh loyal men would
have been there long ago. Instead of that,
their sons are at the FPront representing
them, Are we going to dislocate the whole
of the industry? I am not blaming the
Government; I cannot blame the Govern-
meni, because I am ignorant to-day of the
attitude of the Government. But is it a
desirable state of affairs that we should
allow these men to be deprived of their
work? Again, what is to happen to the
town of Collie with only one or two col-
lieries in operation? The position is unten-
able, It is to me intolerable to think that
such an aetion could bhe contemplated by
wise and thoughtful men. Let me point out
what the miners of Collie are doing. I have
been astonished, and no doubt hon. members
who represent the goldfields and so come into
close touch with working miners, have
been equally surprised at learning what
those men are doing. The men of Collie are
supplying money—in the last report I saw,
the fund has reached £800—£for the widows
and wives of the ahsentec miners of Collic.
Are we to deprive these men of the possi-
bility of doing something for the wives and
widows of those of their comrades who have
gone to the war? I think I have said suffic-
ient in regard to this phase of the question.
I want also fo appeal to hon. memhers on
these lines: I wanrt to know whether the
Collie coalfield is to be regarded merely as
a source from which to supply the railways?
That is the position taken up by Mr. Short.
Wonid it not be better to regard this matter
from a national standpoint, to think of what
is done in other countries in similar cirenm-
atances? If they had this coal in America
or South America or anywhere else, think
what would be done with it. Are we going
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to stand by and say, ‘‘We ouly want this
coal for railway purposes; we will not bother
to apply science to it’’% Science is daily
being applied with marked suceess to coals
mueh inferior to those of Collie, What is
our idea? Are we to regard it as merely a
parochial matter, or are we to regard it as
a matter of vast importance to ihe people ot
Western Avustraliat Are we going to apply
to it those principles which will give. te us
the full value of the coal? On scientific re-
gearch it will be found that the by-products
of Collie coal are extremely valuable, and
that briquettes are made from similar coals.
Are we to cripple the energy and determin-
ation of the men of Gollie who have endea-
voured to build up a great industry, or are
wae going to give to the industry that en-
couragement which it deserves? I feel sure
that we are not likely to allow anything in
the nature of a monopoly in Western Ans-
tralia. Like other hon, members I abhor the
very idea of a monopoly, We have in inten-
tion of either building up a monopely or of
allowing one to exist. I am sure the Colo-
nial Secretary will hear with me while I
remind him of the policy of his Government.
Time after time the Premier has stated that
the salvation of Western Australia, and the
reslisation of all our hopes of recovering
from our difficulties and of reimbursing the
Treasury lie in the policy of produce, pro-
duee, preduce, and in the development in
every possible direction of our primary in-
dustries. I am not blaming the Government,
but if they allow the Commissioner of Rail-
ways to carry out his proposal they will be
acting detrimentally to the development of
this great primary industry and discourag-
ing the determination of the people of Collie
to produee, preduce, produce! Now, having
dealt with that portion of the guestionm, is
it not fair to ask who is responsible for
this pesition? Have those who have been in
power in Western Australia and administer-
ing the railways of the State during the last
16 years done all that they could to help
along thig Collie coal industry? The other
night I was told in Collie that apparently
I wanted to get some of the railway men dis-
missed.  Nothing 1is further from my
thoughts. T desire only that which is right,
and it is my duty and the duty of every
publiec man to criticise those who do wrong.
If that eriticism is undcserved, the one who
criticises will in turn be castigated. Ap-
parently the Government themselves are not
satisfied with the position of the railways,
for it is only a week since the Treasurer de-
clared that the Government had decided to
bring in expert adviee from somewhere in
order that we might discover what is wrong
with the railways. Is that an evidence of
confidence in the Commissioner of Railways?
The Government propose to see what is
wrong with the railways. Surely if we have
a competent Commisioner of Railways and
a competent staff in the department this is
very unnecessary. Of course, as a matter of
fact, we know that the railwaye are going
from bad to worse and have been responsible
for a large portion of the deficit. The Gov-
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ernment say that the time has come when we
must investigate this matter in order to find
out what is wrong., Arve the Government pre-
pared to aceept the recommendations of a
Commissioner in whom apparently they have
no confidence in respect of the management
of the railways? Yet in regard to this ques-
tion of coal it would seem that the Commis-
sioner ia placed there as a dictator, and that
the Government have to carry out his orders.
His is the law of the Medes and Persians and
cannot be altered, [t applies, not merely to
this industry, but also to railway freights, in
respect of whieh probably members will have
something to say a little later on. TIn as
ghort time as possible I will try to point out
the crux of this position as it appears to
me, During the last 16 years T have heen
intimately connected with the coal industry.
Throughout that time, as far as I ean gather,
there has been no desire on the part of those
in high places to do a fair thing by the in-
dustry., The Commissioner of Railways has
always wanted to burn Newcastle coal ex-
clusively, while the engine-drivers and fire-
men demand 50 per cent, of Neweastle eoal.
They have learnt that they cannot get so
wuch from the Eastern States these days.
On more than one occasion we have found
the salvation of Western Australia le in the
development of the Collie coal industry.
That being so, I want to know in what posi-
tion the Commissioner of Railways stands
in regard to this industry. It is right that
we ghould analyse his attitude during the
past 16 years. Congider the report of the
late Royal Commission on Collie coal. No
one can take exception to the personnel of
that Commission. There was Professor
Woolnough, of the University of Western
Australia, who filled the position of chair-
man; there was Mr, Simpson, now Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, than whom there is no
more honourable, steadfast man in the Publie
Service; then there was Mr. Arthur Wilson,
a member of another place, who is also a
practical miner, and whose word will not be
impugned by any member of the House. He
would not insert in the report of the Com-
mission a single word whieh he was not satis-
fied was right, This report is bristling with
condemnation from end to end; in almost
every paragraph one finds condemnation of
the Railway Department. It is not a nice
thing, nor was it the desire of those con-
ducting the inquiry, to condemn the Railway
Department. Rather would their sympathies
be in the other direction. In 1902 the late
Mr, Rotherbam was Chief Mechanical En-
gineer of the Railways. He was a man of
bigh attainments. Unfortunately for West-
ern Australia he did not long survive his
appointment. Tn those days I was a memher
of the Lower House and I succeeded in se-
curing the appointment of an iequiry to go
‘into the question of stimulating the coal
mining industry. Mr. Rotheram came along
ag a witness. 1 asked bim how manv en-
gines he had, and he replied, *300.’' T then
asked how many of them could burn Collie
coal, and he replied, ‘*None.’’ The next
question was, ‘‘How many of them could
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partially burn Collie coal with success,”’ and
he replied, ‘“About 100.”" Mr. Kingsmill
and Mr. Holmes were each in turn Minister
for Railways. In passing, I would pay a
tribute to those gentlemen. for om mapy
occasions they materially assisted the Collie

coal industry., Mr. Kingamill established,
and  subsequently Mr. Holmes con-
firmed, the 80 per cent, basis.

I asked Mr. Rotheram whether be could alter
those engines, and he said the only way in
which he could alter them was by replacing
them. T want to point out to the country
and to hon. members that this is 16 years
ago, and we have been expecting something
to be done cver since. What has been done?
The Railway Department have got 124 more
engines at, [ suppose a cost of three quarters
of a million pounds and oot one of these en-
gines, T say it advisedlv. have been con-
structed with a desire to help the industry—
to burn Collie coal successfully. What greater
condemnation can we have than that. We
have the report of the Railway Commissioner
animadverting on this question and telling
the department that they have not done their
duty. We find in other parts of the world, in
New Zealand, where they have lignite to burn,
in South America and in other places where
they have absolutely inferior coals to Collie,
that engines have been constructed with wide
fire boxes and grate areas to enable the coal
of their country to be consumed. These
things have not been done in Western Aus-
tralia. They have not been attempted and
the Comwmissioner, through his engincer, savs
it is not the right thing te do. We have to
take his dictum against the experience of
other parts of the world. We have Mr. Bag-
shaw telling us that these things might ap-
ply in other parts of the world but they will
not apply in Western Auatralia, because of
the water difficulty. I tel! members that these
difficulties do not obtain. I am not the only
one in Western Australia by a long way who
is condemning the management of the rail-
ways and the treatment that this industry is
receiving at the hands of the railways. Some
time ago the Perth Chamber of Commerce
decided to go into the question of the Collie
cozl industry and I will give members the
names of the gentlemen who went to Collie.
They were Mr. Leslie, Mr. Garner. and Mr.
Nathan, men of great repute in Western Aus-
tralia in commercial circles. They are not
interested in the Collic eoal industry, hut
they are interested in the development of the
industries of the State and when these
gentlemen came back they joined in a depu-’
tation to the Premier asking that he should
instruet the Commissioner to again go into
the coal question, Tn his annual statement,
Mr. Leslic, who is an engineer and a man of
high standing, made these few remarks which
will show members that T am not the only
man in Western Aunstralia who is condemn-
ing the Railway Department. Talking of the
coal industry, he said—

Tt is undoubtedly true that no industry
should be bholstered up at the expense of
the Railwny Department of the Sfate, but

" it 38 equally incontrovertible on the an-
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thority of the Royal Commission that
through all the years the Collie coal in-
dustry has been in existence the Railway
Department has never attempted to make
use of the fuel under conditions caleulated
to lead to such suceess as has been met
with in other eountries having similar fuel.
Were that done, [ am sanguine it would be
found that within a very few years the
department would find that the industry
would become an important factor in the
economy of operating the aystem,
That is condemnation outside of my own.
That js the position taken up by the Cham.
ber of Commerce through their President. It
is condemnation is it not? These gentlemen
see that this industry should not be in the
state it is in to-dny. Perbaps the most im-
portant question which I have to touch on i
that of covering the coal in transif. Is it
known to me—I have known it for years
and I speak from experience. 1t iz known
by the railway department that Collic eoal
deteriorates in tranait. That diffieulty ean be
overcome. The Collie coal during the sit-
tings of the Royai Commission was puf under
the most severe test conditions. [t was taken
to Fremantle, and to Bunbury and left under
cover for from three to four months, Tt was
nof disturbed, but was simply covered with an
ordinary tarpanlin and at the end of the
period T have mentioned, a eertain number
of persons, I was onc of them, went down

and investigated this experiment. The
coal had been covered for three montha
and when uancovered it was in a

splendid eondition. There was no friability
about it and when that coal was used it was
found to be highly satisfactory for steaming
purposes—more satisfactory from a steaming
point of view than before it was put under
eover. With the full knowledge that he
has been wasting thousands of pounds of
the people’s money, the Commissioner will
not adopt this system of earrying the coal.
The Royal Commigsion have pointed out in
two or three places in their report that if
the covering of coal had been taken in hand
thousands of pounds wonld have been saved
annually to the people of Western Austra-
lia through the Railway Department. No
wonder the department has a deficit when
they are carrving on such antics. One great
solution of the difficulty in the indus-
try is the constroction of snitable
wagons and the covering of those
wagons. [Is that to he done? T saw the
reply to a question asked in another place
that this has been done. I have not yet
seen a truck of coal for locomotive purposes
which was covered. Collie coal i3 taken to
such places as Meekatharra, to Menzies, to
Kalgoorlie, but it is not eovered. Years ago
the department conld have overcome this
difficulty, vet they have turned a deaf ear
to all entreaties. During the last 17 years

the Government have lost hundreds of
thousands of pounds of the moneyr
of the people of the State through

the bad management of the railways in this
vonnection. When Collie coal arrives at
Menzies or Kalgoorlie or anywhere else, it
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iz thrown into the open bins exposed to the
sun and, as a consequence, it quickly deter-
jorates. The engine-drivers arc suffering
to-day from the neglect of the railway de-
partment. It is a faet that if that negli-
gence had not been there, if there had been
a desire on the part of the Railway depart-
ment, the difficulties and troubles of the
engine-drivers would have been overcome,
Collie cozl is stored at the places I have
mentioned in the epen. The coal should not
see the light of day from the moment it is
taken out of the mine until it is used, and
if proper precantions are taken this can be
dore. T hope these proper precautions will
he taken. I come now to what appears to
be the final and the most s0lid argument in
favour of equal distribution. It is said by
the Railway Deartment that the admixture
of the hard and soft coals is not satisfac-
tory, yet the Royal Commission carried out
trials and found the admixture admirable.
T refer members to the Royal Commission's
report, page 25, paragraph 196, and in the
schedule to the report it will be found that
the admixture of Proprietary and Premier
coal, 50 per cent, of each, means an improve-
ment, of 10 per cent. Tf 50 per cent. of soft
coal and 50 per cent. of bard coal is mixed
a boetter c¢oal cannot be found in Collie to-
day. Fifty per cent. of the Proprietary coal
and 50 per cent, of Premier coal was taken
for the trials and the advantage was equal
to 10 per cent. The paragraph to which
I have alluded says —

The admixture of these two coals gave
excellent results in the fire-box, the faults
of Dboth coals heing minimised, and the
steaming improved. Although the Pro-
prietary and Premier coals were selected
for these tests, as typical of the hard and
soft coals, it is anticipated that a mixture
of any of the hard and soft coals would
show similar results.

If the Commission arrive at that conclusion
after due congsideration—and remember this
Commission consisted of practical men—how
can it be gsaid that the Commissioner for
Railways has done his best for the industry
when he has not so0 used these coals. The
admixture of hard coal and soft coal is the
crux of the position. We should believe the
statement of the Royal Commission rather
than that of those who have not shown con-
sideration for the industry.

Hon. H. Stewart: Has there been a mix-
ture of Proprietary coal and one of the soft
coals tried{

Hon. J. EWING: That is the mixture that
I am referring to. If the hon. member will
turn up page 25 of the report and read para-
graph 196, he will sce the result of the trial
and the result of the trial showed an ad-
vantage of 10 per cent. The Commission
go on further to say that the admixture of
these coals is better than any of the bard
coals being mined at Collie to-day. It is
absolutely satisfactory. It is necdless for
me to further labour this question. Not-
withstanding the many points which I have
made in my remarks, the whole matter from
s practical and economic point of view is
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summed up in this one statement by the
Commission, that this admixture gives a bet-
ter coal than the best fuel to be found at
Collie. I want to know why this admixture
is not used. It is only a question of proper
management and if there is any desire
to help the industry it would have been
carried out. No public servant of the State
and no Commissioner or anyone else has a
right to do anything which will not assist
the industries of the State, and I say with
all responsibility that proper assistance has
not heen forthcoming from the railway de-
partment. Members reading the report can
come to no other ¢onclusion.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (South-West) [5.43]:
I have listened attentively to the remarks of
Mr. Ewing and have much pleasure in sup-
porting the motion he has submitted. T have
been acquainted with the Collie coalfield ever
gince it was first discovered, and I regard it
as one of the hest assets of the State, Tt is
there for all time, and it is possible that he-
fore long we will find there coal of a quality
to suit all purposes, Of ecourse there are
bound to be some grumblers, but we as com-
mon sense business people have to ask our-
‘selves what we would be deing under the ex-
isting conditions were it not for Collie coal.
I endorse every word that Mr. Ewing has said.
We have been asked to re-enact the Industries
Aggistance Act, a measure which is mainly for
the benefit of the wheat belt. I am not going
to say that I am going to oppose the re-enact-
ing legislation, but I am going to say that eoal
is one industry and that wheat is another, and
that if coal had had only a portion of the
money spent on it which has been devoted to
wheat growing, the industry would be in a far
Letter pogition to-day. We are bound to
agree to the Government’s proposal to re-enaect
the Industries Assistance legislation but we
must ¢laim some assistance at the same tima
for the Collie coal industry. Up to the time
the war hegan, we were using Newecastle coal
in preference to our own. That was a wrong
policy. I am not going to criticise the Com-
missioner of Railways exccpt to say that it is
his duty te run the railways as economically
as posgible, but T do repeat that we are in-
consistent in helping the wheat-growing indus-
try to the extent we are doing and not giving
the Collie coal industry that help which it
needs and deserves. If an injustice is done to
the coal industry, a great number of men will
he thrown out of work and the field itselt
will receive a set-back from which it may take
a considerable time to recover. I claim that
there should he nn equal distribution of the
orders and that we should put up with the
paltry loss which may ensue. If we are going
to foster one industry and neglect another we
shall be acting inconsistently. We cannot
afford to do that in conneection with our coal-
mining industry because Collie coal is going to
be with us for all time. T have much pleasure
in supporting the motion.

Hon. R. J. LYNX (West) [5.50]: The com-
pany I have the privilege to be associated with
in Collie i3 very much in the same position as
the Government of the day, so that there is a
bond of sympathy between us, and there exists
the same community of interests, inasmuch as
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we are both in very low water, Mr. Ewing in
moving the adjournment of the House on this
question, di@ what I consider to be quite the
correet thing. The industrial unrest at Collie
to-day has been brought abeut not by any
action of the Government, beeause unfortun-
ately we have had no member of the Govern-
ment sufficiently strong enough to dietate a
policy relating to the industry, but it has been
brought about by Mr. Backshall, the secretary
of the Engine-drivers and Firemen’s Associa-
tion, who is attempting to bring about a posi-
tion at Collie similar to that which he was
responsible for at Fremantte during the recent
strike. On the occasion of that recent strike,
Mr. Backshall and the Premier, without any
reference te the Fremantle Harbour Trust, a
body created by Statute, arrived at certain
deeisions with the Seeretary of the Trust, Mr.
Stovens, as to hew they would handle goods
at the wharves, The Harbour Trust were then
advised of what had been decided. Mr. Back-
shall is doing the same thing now. In the
Minister's office the other dday, he told the
mine owners and the men’s representatives
what he would do, and in to-day’s paper he
inforin us that he is willing to allow the use
of certain coals on the railways. TIf it is Mr.
Backshall whe is going to allow these things
to he done, the sconer we know it the better.
He may be acting under instructions from his
union, hut neither he nor his union, nor the
Commissioner for Railways should tetl the
Government what should be allowed in a nat-
ter of this kind. It is due to the Government
to say whut they propose to do, and it is for
Mr. Backshall to accept or reject what may be
dlecided upon. After the conference had taken
place, Mr, Backshall communciated what his
union wounld permit. 1 de¢ not wish to be mis-
understood. T do not hold any brief for the
workers at Collie and T hope that every action
of mine will be considered in a just manner.
I would not do a worker, whether in Collie or
elsewhere, any injury or injustice, but T would
point out that the workers at Collie have es
tablished their homes in various eentres around
Collie, and they have a just right to draw
attention to the faet that they have put their
money into some of the mines in the distriet,
and in property there, and that all they
possess is at Collie, and if it is to he
wiped out they will be deprived of their
all. 1 know the {emper of these men
and the attitude they will adopt unless they
are treated fairly. Tf the Government are go-
ing to allow Mr. Backshall to dictate to them
as to which coal, and the quantity they are
to take, they in their turn will endeavour to
dictate to the Government which coal they
are prepared fo supply. That will be quite n
reasonable stand for them to take wnp. It
the Proprietary eoal was superior in calorifie
value or in steaming quality, or possessed
anything at all of a higher value than ofher
Collie coals, T would find myself in a very
awkward position because T realise that econ-
omy is the watchword of the Government, and
it would be inconsistent on my part if T stood
up here to-day to advocate the use of any
article if it interfered with the proposals of
ecoromy of the Government. Tet any hon.
memhker take Dr. Jack’s report and also the
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report of the Royal Commission which sat
only recently, and it will be found from he-
ginning to end of both of those reports that
though there have becn dozens of tests on all
sorts of grades and under every possible con-
dition, the Proprietary coal which the Govern-
ment intend shall have four-sixths of the
trade is only third on the list from an
econoinic standpoint. Io some instances it
is fourth on the list. The Royal Com-
thission’s report shows that 70 per cent.
of TProprietary ecoal and 30 per cent. of
New South Wales coal will not give
the same results from the train mileage
standpoint as the mine I am interested in,
the Co-Uperative. Thirty per cent, of the im-
ported, in order to stiffer up 70 per cent. of
Proprietary, is not equal to some other coals
at Collie from an economic standpoint. The
Proprietary is not within 15 to 20 per cent.
in vulue of some other coals of the distriet.
Two Royal Commissions have proved that
beyond the shadow of doubt. Therefore why
do the Government propose to give the Pro-
prietary mine four-sixths of the trade? I would
like to quote from page 19 of the Royal Com-
misgion’s report. The Commission says—

We have found on closer investigations
that some of the drivers are unable to
distingnish the coal from the different
seams, In many cases they ean distinguish
whether the coal belonge to a eertain
gronp or not, and very often it is found
that the coal mine iz incorrectly guessed.

Here we have men who say that these par-
ticular coals are of no value, and the Com-
mission say that many men are unable to
distinguish the coal. Tn ancther paragraph
the (‘ommission say—

We would point out that in other coun-
tries coals vastly inferior to Collie coal in
calorific value are used extensively, and
surely any patriotic man would wish to en-
eourage the use of the native Western Aus-
tralian coal rather than to limit it in the
way proposed.

There is one point T would like to emphasise
In connection with Proprietary coal. Mr.
Strelitz was a director of the Collie Proprie-
tary coal mine, and if hon. members turn to
page 123 of the report they will find there that
in giving evidence Mr. Strelitz said that Pro-
prietary coal was not fit to bunker, and that he
used some other ecal on the Hansa line of
steamers, and with good results. Whose coal
was it he used? It was the Co-Operative
coal. As a director of his own company he
tells the Roval Commission that his eoal is
of no value for bunkering purposes, and we
who are connected with the trade know that
this is so. The Government—and I say the
Government because the Commissioner iz an
official of the Government—propose to give
to the Proprietary Company four-sixths ot
the trade, approximately 3,000 tons per
week. This is a mine which produces only
for the benefit of the Siate, and for the ex-
press benefit of the railways of the State. It
will take that mine all its time to produce
that quantity of e¢oal, but in producing it
the company will make a magmificent profit.
It places them in this position, that they can
work full time exclosively on Government
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business and Government business alone. The
industry must fade away because no mine
can exist without this Government assist-
ance. It is an established fact, and well
known, that no other mine ean possibly exist
without some assistance from the Govern-
ment, but here the Government propose to
wipe out the industry in Collie through the
establishment on a sound footing of one mine
and one mine only. If a steamer called in
te bunker to-morrow and the Proprietary
Mine was fully engaged in supplying Gov-
ernment orders, she would be unable to get
any coal because no other mine would be in
existence. [t means absolutely closing down
the industry. Take this, or last week. Not
one ton of bunkering trade has been done in
Fremantle or Bunbury with Collie coal. 1If
the mines at Collie were dependent on this
punkering trade and had no help from the
Government in conneection with their orders
then undoubtedly they must go to the wall,
and it would be impossible for them to con-
tinne any longer. Let us assume that thia
Proprietary Company possesses that value in
coal whieh some of ita supporters would have
us believe. We will admit that, and also
admit that it is the best coal for the rail-
ways, will give the men less work to do, and
best from the agrieultural point of view. We
will admit all that, but are we going to close
down the industry in Collie when by farmiog
out these Government orders in an equal dis-
,tribution we would be showing fairness all
round? Take the ease of a company like my
own, which spends over £1000 per wgek in
wages. Are the Government not going to
take into consideration what it means to
have hundreds of men in the distriet eir-
culating large sumg of money, to have money

.brought into the State in connection with

the bunkering trade, and to have coming
to our ports ehips from overseas which, in
turn, mean the circulation of more money
The ¢oal industry is one of the biggest and
hest assets that any country can have.
Where it is known that coal exists and bun-
kering ports are available, valuable traflic
is ereated which would not otherwise come
to the country concerned. I do not desire
to exaggerate the question, but to my mind
Collie cannot exist without the companies
receiving an equal share of the Government
orders. I have been in the business at Collie
for many 7years. The Collie Proprietary
Company has never dome anything to ad-
vanee the interests of this industry, but has
only endeavoured to derive the benefit of all
that the Government could shower upon it.
My company has done more in one day for
the bunkering trade and for the industry
generally than the Collie Proprietary has
done in one year.

FHon. J. Duffell: Has it not spent a let of
mongy in developmental work?

Hon. R. J, LYNN: Certainly the company
has spent money in developmental work in
order to work the mine,

Hon. J. Duffell: Bevond their present re-
quirements?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: The Collie Proprietary
has done nothing to assist the industry,
but bas lived and existed solely upon the
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Uovernment trade. Digasters have over-
taken all the Collie mines at
different  times. The geology of

the country and its general formation, are
such that it is only a question of time when
each company in turn will meet with certain
difficnlties, Take the case of the old Wall-
send Company. This was flooded first, and
then had fire damp theough it, and the result
wis that the company had to close down.
The Scottish Collieries have spent £30,000 or
£40,000 in the district. They also had to
closa up. The Cardiff mine also spent money
and very nearly c¢losed up. The Premier
mine is still in difficulties, and the Westra-
lian has its difliculties in connection with
water. My own unfortunate company fell in,
ag the Government will de in connection with
the industry unless they are very careful,
and unless they give more consideration to
the c¢ompanies than they have done in the
past. “The Collie Proprietary is to get this
large order, four-sixths of the Government
work, and the other companics will be unable
to exist, but disaster will, in time, overtake
that company also At the recent conference
with the Minister for Railways and the Com-
miggioner, I pointed out to the former that
he did not know whose turn it was going to
be pext, little thinking that my own company
would be the first company affected. History
will repeat itself, and it has repeated itself
during the past week. This policy of the
Government cannot be considered at all from
the economical standpoint. Tt might certainly
be the means of giving to the engine-drivers’
and firemen a little less work, because the
Collie Proprietary coal is softer with the
two other harder coals. 1Tt is bracketed
with two other hard coals, and ineluded
as one of the three coals. It is not
altogether one of the three hard coals. It
is not as hard as the two coals on the west
end of Collie. Let us assume that this Pro-
prietary coal does give the men less work, If
however, the Government in their actions are
to be guided by this circumstance, why should
they not arrange for some automatic system
by which the fuel is blown or spraved into
the furnaces with kerosene, and in this way
obviate the necessity for the men doing any
-work at all? That appears to be the only
thing that is guiding Mr. Short to-day. He
says that the railway men are desirous that
they should use only this coal because it
gives them very little work to do. He shonld
get some automatic system and blow the fuel
in, and give them no work at all. One of the
witnesses before the Royal Commission teld
me that, as far as firing was concerned, he
was in a position to fire only once in 20
or 30 minutes, and that for the rest of the
time he could sit down. If that is so, T fail
to see that the men should have such objec-
tion to using this particular Collie coal. It
has been used for the past 18 years. Tn 1909
when a little impetus was about to bhe given
to the industry owing to the strike in New
South Wales, and when the coal owner’s en-
tertained hopes of getting a few extra shil-
linga per ton for their coal because of the
strike, the Government said *We will com-
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mandeer your coal.’’ This coal was good
enough for them to wse because they vould
not get coal elsewhere, but they would vot
give us an opportunity of cstablishing it. I
am told that during that year 1909-10, there
were less fires in the agricultural areas than
in previous years and less than there were in
succeeding years, although Collic coal was
exclusively used. Mr. Ewing mentioned the
point ahout covering up Collie c¢qal. If thig
report is gone through it will be found that
one coal, the Collie Co-operative coal, whea
covered, only exceeded by 17 per cent, the
best Neweastle eoal. That is to gay New-
castle eoal was 100 per cent. and the o
operative coal 117 per cent, whereas the 1'ro-
prictary coal went considerably higher. This
clearly indicates that 1f the Railway Commis-
sioner and some of his hide-bound staff had
only taken the industry and the interests of
the State into consideration, as well as their
own interests, covers would have been pro-
vided long before. Recently I was in (ool
gardie and in looking round there I saw ap-

proximately, 1% miles of heautifel gal-
vanised iron fencing. which secmed to
be placed around a magazine. T sqid
to a stranger near by, ‘‘Why is

this place fenced in?"’ and he replied that it
was to keep the rabbits from eating away
the magazine. There is sufficient galvanised
iron around that magazine to cover all the
coal that is required for consumption by the
railways. Tf -the railway people would do
that and stop this disintregration of eoal,
it would, to a great extent, I am sure, mest.
with the objections that some people have
to the use of Collie coal. Another grave
aspeet is the guestion of which the leader of
the Houge has often spoken—stimulating pro-
duetion and inercasing our population.

Hon, J. Duffell: Two good points.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Undoubtedly. Will the
lender of the House continue to be a mem-
ber of a Government which is going to stul-
tify production and annihilate populationt
What primary industry is there in Australia
to-day, or in Africa, in many parts of Amer-
iea, India, or Japar, which plays a greater
part than the coal industry does here? T -
do not know of one.

Hon. J. Cunningbam: You put rocks inte
the eoal down at Collie.

Hop. R. J. LYNN: The arbitration award
atates that where there is a seam of coal
the miner engaged—and my hon. friend was a
miner once—must be paid so0 mueh per ton
to take the dirt out of it, and he is paid
that court award. OQur company, and other
companies, not feeling satisfied that the min-
ers were taking this dirt ont, not because
the miners were not anxious to do it, but
because it is an extremely difficult matter
down in a coal mine to extract all that ma-
terial from the coal, and in order to safe-
guard our irterests, offered to put up a con-
veyor and a picking belt upon which all the
coal that ecame from the mine would be car-
ried, and to place men an either side of the
conveyor to pull out all the dirt. My own
company is not concerned in this matter be-
cguse it s not proposed to cut it ont. Mr.
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Backshall was willing to allow ovur company
to remain in, It is not our company, there-
fore, whose c¢laims I am advocating to-day
but the other companies. We said to the
Commissioner of Railways and the Minister,
““If you are not satisfied with the way in
whieh the dirt is picked out as the coal goes
over the convevor belt and think you are
not getting a fair deal. my company and
other companies are willing to pay an in-
spector, appointed by the Engine Drivers
and Locomotive and Firemen’s Association,
to go to Collic. We will pay his salary and
he cean check any vcoal that goes into the
truck.”” Surely nothing fairer eould bhave
been offered. Tn addition to that we have
said that the Commissioner of Railways has
power to go down and sample any section of
our collieries that he likes. .

Bitting suspended from 6.18 to 7.30 p.m,

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Before tea 1 was re-
ferring to the question of clean coal and
to the cfforts heing made by the coal own-
ers to produce that class of coal which will
give cvery satisfaction to all concerned. I
desire to emphasise the point that every
effort is to-day being made to produce coal
which will be free from dirt and give little
or no trouble to the firemen as regards the
matter on whieh they have enlarged to such
an extent. All the mines referred to as pro-
ducing coal of a dirty nature are, I am sure,
doing all they can to improve the quality
of that ecoal, and to raise it to such a stand-
ard as will obviate all the objections raised
by the firemen’s union. Tn a statement pub-
lished in this morning’s newspaper I ob-
served the remark that the engine drivers
are prepared to cndeavour to use all Collie
coal, so that not one ton of imported eoal
shall be used by the railways if the engine
drivers can possibly bhelp it,” That of course
is very patriotic on the part of the engine-
drivers. Nevertheless, it is a remarkable
thing that although to-day they say they
can use ali Proprietary coal, yet when giv-
ing evidence before the Roval Commission
they were emphatic on the point that they
could not use mere that 50 per cent. of
Collie conl, Thus within a very short space
of time they have seen fit to change their
views regarding the proportion of Collie coal
they are prepared to nse. The statement re-
ferred to would alse give many people the
impression that the supply of one-sixth of
coal by the various mines is something which
has been in existence for some years. But
that is not so. Duwring the last two or
three years the Co-operative mine has sup-
plied two-sixths of the total coal used hy
the Government, and the Proprietary mine
has supplied the same quantity. Only when
disaster overtakes the Co-operative mine is
a stand made by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways for the full quantity of two.sixths to
be given to the Proprietary mine to fulfil.
The reason - two-sixths was being supplicd
by the Co-operative mine was that an acei-
dent had occurred at the Scottish mine,
Then, in purswavce of an undertaking
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eutered into with the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, who approved of the transfer of the
Seottish contraet of one-sixth to the Co-
operative, the latter supplied that order oun
behalf of the Scottish. In comnection with
the filling of that order a certain rebate was
allowed to the Scottish mine for the purpose
of carrying on and develeping. From that
date until to-day the Scottish eompany have
been developing their mine, and within_ the
next month or two they will be in a poesition
to put out coal, They hold a letter from the
Minister for Railways stating that immedi-
ately they are in a position to put out coal
the Railway Department will accept delivery
of the one-gixth. After receiving the hene-
fits which the company I awm interested in
were prepared to allow them, and after hav-
ing expended that money in the development
of a new seam, they are now told that they
are to have no further ordera from the Gov-
ernment, To say the least, that is net alto-
gether what one would expect from a Gov-
ernment. I would go so far as to say that it
is an attitude which should not he adopted
by any Government of repute. That the
Scottish company should now be told that
they arc not to have any pertion of the Gov-
ernment order—which  practically means
wiping them out—is something I eannot un-
derstand, Mr. Ewing made a certain refer-
ence of which Y think I saw the Colonial
Secretary take a note; and that is, perhaps,
one rcason why I refer to the matter. Mr.
Ewing said it might be possible to have the
same output of coal from Collie with fewer
men employed in the district. That state-
ment, however, is not quite correet.  The
coal mining industry of Western Australia,
similarly to the industry in every other part
of the world, is sitnated very mueh as is the
waterside workers industry. The coal own-
ers must of necessity have a wumber of spare
men in order to fill rush business. The bun-
kering trade of the State is not such as to
warrant continuous supply from day to day
with the average output being maintained.
The result is that when r1ush orders come
along, a certain numhber of men employed in
the indostry assist to give the additional
quantity of coal required. Because of this
feature of the industry many of them do not
work full time, The time is spread, and the
men {do not work the full number of days
that they would ordinarily. That is the rea-
son why more men are engaged in the indus-
try than the actval output requires. In other
words, more coal could be put out in the
district if the trade warranted it. Next, T
wish to refer to the henefits to be derived
from an industry of this kind. Within the
Inst two or three months I visited Mclbourne
and there I met one or two men conneeted
with the Eastern States ¢oal induatry. An
officer of the Victorian Government invited
me to inspect the tests then heing made of
the Victorian brown coal. T found that the
Victorian Government had installed an ex-
cellent experimental plant in order to treat
brown coal, which is a ceal of not half the
calorific value of the Western Australian
commodity, Its value is seme 6,000 B.T.U.
However, the Viectorian Government were
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spending a considerable amount of money on
the experiments, and were producing from
the brown cozl by-products of considerable
value, including petrol, many classes of cil,
and wax. Ir addition, the brown coal was
converted intoe briquettes at a small gost.
Although the coal was valued at only 6,000
B.T.U, originally, it bad, in the form of bri-
quettes, a calorific value of 12,000 to 13,000
B.T.U,, after the by-products had been ex-
tracted. In Victoria the Government, are not
talking abeut wiping out the coal industry.
They are talking about spending no less a
sum than two million pounds in pushing for-
ward the browa coal. T was so taken with
the experiments being made with the Gov-
-erament plant that I arranged to send, and
did send, samples of our Collie coal to Vie-
torin to be experimented upon; and I now
await the results of the experiments, which
I hope will prove of benefit to myself and
of interest and advantage to the State. The
benefits derived by Western Australia from
the Collie eoal industry are numerone. That
industry brings to the State a certain amount
pf foreign capital, a commodity for which we
are to-day most apxious. In addition, the
industry supplies the Railway Depariment
with considerable rcvenwe. Again, there is
in Collie a population of 4,000 to 5,000 peo-
ple dependent upon the industry. In respect
of these people the State receives so much
per capita from the Federal Government.
The industry not only brings inte this State
a eertain amount of capital, but circulates a
conaiderable amount of money paid as wages.
Further, it must be borne in mind that the
payment of £1 in wages at Collie means a
circulation of, perhaps, £10 or £15 or £20
in various directions throughout the State,
It is a very diffieult thing to realise what £1
of money paid in wages represents in cir-
culation. I do not know that we have in this
House a mathematician able to calenlate the
exact spending value of 20s. in a community.
Therefore, bhaving regard to the town of
Collie alone—which town is to-day, though [
speak subject to correction, circulating more
money in wages than any other town outside
the metropolitan area and the gold-mining
centres—the coal mining industry must be
of great benefit and advantage to the State.
And is it the wiping out of this industry that
the Government propose? If they do that,
what do they propose to put in its place?
Before the Government allow this thing to
irift too far, hefore they allow Mr, Commis-
gioner Short to have his own way from a
railway standpoint, T hope the Government
will view it from the policy point of view
respecting the value of this industry to the
State. In addition to all this, the industry
has beer a big ineurance to the State against
tmported coals, People engaged in the in-
dlustry have laboured for years and have not
shtained very great results from it. Many
»f the companies have never paid a divi-
lend, but have struggled on with their de-
velopment in the hope that the additional
trade which they have been catering for will
eome along and add to the frade they re-
receive from the Government, and thus en-
able them in the near future te pay a divi
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deud to those who have invested their money
in the industry. I hope the Government will
view this, mot altogther from the standpoiat
of the value of coal to the railways, although
I contend that this coal favoured by the Gov-
erement, the Proprietary coal, is not from
an economic point of view the best coal, or
even the second hest, but is merely the third
best. I hope the Government will take into
consideration the serious effects their pro-
posal will have on the establishment of every
other industry in the State.

Hon, G. J, G. W. MILES (North) {7.47]:
While T disapprove of the action of the miners
in practically threatening the Government
with a strike unless they ¢an have equal dis-
tribution of orders, I think the Government
should give every consideration to this im-
portant industry, one of the most important
we have in the State. T recently bad an op-
portunity of visiting the Collic distriet, ani
I was very mueh impressed with what T saw
and heard. Of course there are two sides to
the question, The firemen and engine-drivers
have placed their side of the case before us,
but I think it has been fairly met by the faects
quoted by the representatives of the industry
in this House, Messrs. Ewing and Lynn. Some
of the statements placed before wus in this
circolar, more particularly those in regard to
the use of hard and soft coals, are of consider-
able interest. The Royal Commission in its
report declares that the soft coal can he used
with the Proprietary coal. If this is so, the
Government are making a fatal mistake in
deciding to give the bulk of the orders to one
mine., I think the industry should he fostered,
and if there is to be any loss to the railways in
consequence of the use of the Collie coal, it
should be made good out of Consolidated Rev-
enue, and not ade a charge against the work-
ing of the railways, From what I can gather
we are too apt to talk down our own commo-
Aities. Tf we would, rather, talk our products
up instead of down, we should be doing far
more good to the State as a whole, T remem-
ber that on the goldfields a few years ago we
would mnot look at Australiay tinned fruit.
We would not even jook at Tasmanian fruit,
but demanded the imported article. To-day
we are producing Westralian jam and will not
look at it, but must have Tasmanian jam. If
all our primary producers were to pull to-
gether and work for the benefit of themselves
and of the different local industries, it would
be of considerable advantage to the State. In
reference to the bunkering trade, a friend of
mine on the Nor’West const, the engineer on
the ¢“Minderoo,’” has used this coal to a con-
siderable extent and he assures me that, tak-
ing the differenee in prices into considerativn,
he gets better value from Collie coal than from
Newcastle. When, on a recent oceasion, the
“‘Minderoo’’ was steaming out of a willy-
willy, the engiueer was eandid emough to say
that he wished to goodness he had Collie ¢oal
instead of the Japanese coal he was using.
We are too apt to talk our commodities down.
All sections of the communiiy should agree to
foster this Collie eoal industry, for the coal
mining industry will be there when our gold
mining industry will have Leen forgotten,
With, perhaps, the exceptions of swool and
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wheat, the coal wmining industry is the most
important we have to-day, I would urge the
Government to give consideration to those
mines which it is proposed to cut out from the
railway order, The Commisgioner of Rail-
ways, some time ago, assured the people of
Collie that the existing conditions would pre-
vail until after the elose of the war. In these
circinnstances T think the Government would
be well advised to maintain the equal distri-
bution of the orders. If they cannot do that,
they should endeavour to give to the mines pro-
posed to be cut out a bigger share than it is
intended to allot to them. TIf T am permitted
to refer to the criticism of the *West Auns
tralian'’ in reference to that visit to Collie
the other day, I will take the strongest ex-
ception to the statements made in the Press,
and more particularly to the comments of the
editor after the Minister had replied, In those
comments the editor asked, ‘‘Was not more
than the Minister’s car in requisition?’’ The
inference was that the Government hired cars
to tnke members home from the railway sta-
tion, Personally I think it is the duty of
every membher to eee zll that he can of the
possibilities of the State. The editor, in his
comments, asked, ‘‘Was not another car ob-
tained from the rankf'’ Let me explain that
there was another car obtained from the rank.
It was telephoned for by the station-master
on behalf of Mr. Boan, who motored the
State Mining Engineer and myself home, pay-
ing for the car out of his own pocket, I take
strong exception to snch comments appearing
in the leading paper, if indeed it is the lead-
ing paper. As T said last year, it it getting
down to the level of the gutter Press instead
of being the leading paper of the State. T
hope, as [ said before, that the Government
will see to it that the Collic coal mining in-
dustry is fostered in every pessible way.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH (North-East) [7.53]:
The position is a somewhat serious one, but I
fail to sce why the counsels that prevail shounld
not be able to overcome the difficulty. I know
that vast sums of money have heen spent in
the development of the industry at Collie, and
we all know that the coal miners have come
from almost all parts of the British-speaking
world, and have brought their families and
made their homes at Collie. That appears to
me to be gne of the most serious aspects of
the sitvation. I think Mr. BEwing touched an
important point when he referred to the state-
ments made by the late Mr. Rotheram some
years ago in connection with the locomotives, 1t
ig strange that go important a report as that
should not have received serious consideration,
if not by the Government of the day, at least
hy one or another of the Governments we have
had since then. Yet no attempt has been made
to model an engine that would sucecessfully
burn Collie coal and so be of improved benefit
to the State. This is ‘one of the greatest diffi-
culties the engine-drivers have to contend with,
and if an engine had been modelled on the lines
suggested by the late Mr. Rotheram it might
have been of vast advantage to the Collie coal
induatry. Even now, perhaps, it is not too late
for the fiovernment to take up the question
and see what can be done. The Collie coal in-
dustry will grow, and it is of no wse delaying
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the time when steps shall be taken in the direc-
tion of remodelling our engives to fit them
for the successful and exclusive use of
Collie  coal. I bhope the Government
will give the question every consideration

Hon. H. BOAN (Metropolitan) [7.53]: .I
shonld like to briefly express my opinien 1n
connection with this industry. From the
commercial point of view, mnoune can denv
that the industry is of vast importance. I
certainly am not in a position to express an
opinion on the relative qualities of the cual,
but little as we know, it is guite plain thar
we shonld endeavour to go further in the de-
velopment of the industry. Recently [ was
fortunate enough to be invited to nequire a
little more knowledge of the industry, and in
consequence I acecompanied am enthusiastic
party to Cellie. It was my first visit to that
very important centre. T derived counsider-
able enlightenment the whole journey
through, and particalarly in viewing the
natural resources in the vicimity of Collie,
where we found timber growing in great pro-
fusion, representing A very great asset to the
country, and large areas awaiting cultivation.
Then on my arrival at Collie [ was agrecably
surprised to find that not only were the coal
miners working in their mines to the great
advantage of the State, but that they have
a very delightful way of spending their lei-
surec hours, which appealed strongly to me.
I had the good fortune to meet some very
genial miners who were anxious to point out
that life in a coal mine was not so dark and
gloomy as onc would imagine. At all events
there was a little conservation when they
came fo the surface, and I found that their
homes were fit models in the appreciation of
many of us from the City. Round their home-
steads flourish pleasant gardens of fowars,
fruit and vegetables. requisites in a heulthy
life. [ was amazed to find so happy « com-
munity. Ancther thing that appealed to me
was that while those conscientious men
worked with a will, it did not take the whole
of their energies to accomplish good results.
I am told that they make handsome wages
down there. They have no oecasion to play
bowls, football, and other exercises to keep
their physical frames in order, and so they
devote their attention to their homes and
gardens, It impressed me tremendously. T
have attended many meetings and heard most
interesting accounts of the great wealth lv-
ing at Collie awaiting exploitation. [ eanunot
for a moment believe that there was any
member of our party who did not think the
industry, as we saw it, worthy of all the
enthusiasm and support that could be given
to it. From the commercial point of view T
cangider the Government have from time to
time occasion to pause. It is a very serious
thing to condemno any of our private indus-
tries, potential avenues of wealth. It i3 an
admitted fact that we in Western Australia
have not much confidence, or the confidence
that we should have, in our possible wealth,
and in our vast redonrces. It i8 no incen-
tive to capitalists when we go abroad and
ask them to invest their money-in our coun-
try to tell them that onr own people are ner-
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vous of investing capital in our own re-
sources. When we ask them fo assist in
developing propositions like Collie coal, they
will tell us ‘*No.’' That is a very serious
point for the State. We cannot expect to
accomplish too much. We know there are
mnany things in the State to develop, and we
must be prepared for reverses. We cabnot
produce all that we may perhaps require.
Tulking about the nervousness of capital, we
are offering no incentive to capitalists unless
we do something ourselves. We cannot ex-
pect to get capital abroad if we do nothing.
We aleo know that labour has a certain
amount of nervousness. 1 am fold, and [
think there is some truth in it, that prospects
are very encouraging in the Eastern States.
I should say that seeretly, because we do not
want too many to know it. But in Vietoria
and New South Wales things are very flonr-
ishing, and if we disturb the industry, men
may be packing up their traps and leaving
ns. We cannot allow such conscientious de-
velupers as we have at Collie to leave our
State, and if they go away. they may never
return. This is a disaster, which the people
may have to faee. 1 hope the Government
will see the possibility ¢ven shonld some loss

occur, of cndeavouring to tide over the
trouble until after the war. [ am told with
some confidence that at Colliec many of
the mines are producing good bunker-
ing voal, and that some of the mines
can be quite independent of the Govern-
ment. Why should we disorganise such an

industry as we have? From what T saw—
the contentment of the people—I1 shonld feel
that T was committing a crime if T did not
support this request, and T hope to see the
little trouble tided over until after the war,
because there is an understanding which is
more than a parciial one. T hope that any
little seggestion which I have made may
impress members sufficiently with the ser-
iousntss of the position, and that we should
do something which will benefit this portien
of the State.

Hon, E. ROSE (South-West) [8.3]: Few
words will suffice to support the remarks of
the speakers who have preccded me on this
subject. The Collie coal field is one of the
greatest assets we have in Western Awustra-
lia. This is & railway matter that should
be outside of political influence. T regret
that this subject had to be brought forward
because I think the Commissioner of Rail-
ways should be removed from any kind of
political influcnce. We have had a discus-
sion from both sides, the railway organisa-
tions and the miners, and T think sufficient
has been said to convince the Government
that they should not allow the whole of the
contract for voal to go to one mine.
Collie coal has had very little assistance
from the Government in comparison with
what other indusiries have received, such
as our timber and our agricuiture. Look
at what the Government have done for the
karri timber industry? They bave gone to
the expense of erecting works to powellise
that “timber. Why should not the Govern-
ment, on the other hand. experiment and do
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something for our coal industry, so as to
make the coal of greater use to the railways,
Two vears ago there was a cry that Collie
¢oal c¢ould not be used because of the sparks
firing the ecountry. That argument seems
to have fallen through, and there is another
fault found now, that the coal supplied is
of un inferior quality. I think the Com-
missioner has the matter under his own con-
trol, for he has the coal inspected and if it
is not up to the calorific value or is not clean
it ¢un be condemned, I believe, at the ex-
pense of the mine owners. XNot only can
the (Commissioner do that, but I believe he
can stop coal being hewn from the place
where the bad coal was taken, T think the
Giovernment should take into consideration
all the facts which bave been placed beforo
them, and not take any rash step. T do mot
think the whole of the orders should be
given to one mine,

Hon, H. STEWART (South-Euskt) [89]:
The aspect that Mr. Boan placed hefore us,
that is was not only the asset of the coal,
but the asset of 2 very valuable type of in-
dividual that we bhad to consider is
iniportant. Tt certainly strikes me that these
people ave too gooed to risk losing at a time
when practically it is impossible to add to
our population by immigration. Not only
have the men shown excellent qualities as
miners spending their itime below, but on
the surface they have shown themselves to
be good citizens. cultivating fruit and vege-
tables to despatch to market, even to the
metropolis. They have also put their sav-
ings inte the mines, working on the co-op-
erative principle, If they have shown guch
an interest in the State and demonstrated
that they have a live interest in the wealth
of the country, the Government cannot fail
to tnke cognisance of that aspect of the
question. The Government have stated that
their policy is to support the eco-operative
principte. This is one point that tends to
strengthen the argument that the people in
that distriet should have full consideration.
All the people who are interested in produe.
tion in this country should be country party
people. One aspect that I as a representa-
tive of an agricultural constituency take in-
to consideration is the danger from bush fires
from Collie coal. We have not heard much
of that lately, but the danger has been pres-
ent during the past 16 years. What have
the Railway Department done to cope with
it? Praetically nothing. We have heard
that experiments have been made all of
which have been condemnatory to Collie
coal. As time has gone on, we find that
the railways can work with a higher per-
centage of Collie coal than they formerly
said could be dome. We have had two Royal
Commisions on this subject, and their recom-
mendations are before us. What is the use
of the country being put to the expense of
Royal Commissions, consisting of peaple
whose status is wnguestioned, and whose
ability has been proved before they were
appeointed to the positions, of their recom-
mendations are not adopted? Have the Rail-
way Department made any real earnest



442

effort to cope with the difficulties? In Collie

coal we should not diseriminate between one
company and amother. We have good fuel
at Collie which is not in any way inferior to
New Zealand. It is of better quality than
the New Zealand coal and coals of the
United States, both in calorific value and
physical properties, yet these coals in New
Zealand and the United States, and I am
told in India and in Eastern Asia, are used
for railway purposes, because a proper type
of locomotive has been adopted. It is up to
the Railway Department of the State to im-
port a snitable class of locomotive engine
from those countries. Mr. Ewing bhas
pointed out that a former engineer said
rather than alter the existing type of loce-
motive we shonld import other types. Tt
is a disgrace to the Railway Department if
they cannot introduce some system of deal-
ing with a fuel which is superior to the fuel
in New Zealand and the TUnited States.
From the peint of view of the sparks, the
agriculturist must insist that it is a danger
which shall be eliminated if possible, and I
believe it can be. I believe Mr. Hedges on
his wood lines after having had losses
through the burning of trucks and firewood
by sparks from locomotives, has introduced
a spark arrester or extinguisher that Thas
proved effective. TIf he can do that with
wood fuel it shows what can be done in the
field of private enterprise. If Mr. Hedges
can do that, the Railway Department with
Collie coal should be able, without apprecia-
ble expense, to introduce a system of deal-
ing with this coal. It has been said that in
the letter sent out from the Engine Drivers
and Firemen’s Union that if the fireboxes
were inereased it would involve an additional
cost to the State. It was also stated that
the water was bad and that corrosion would
follow. Marine ongineers know that corro-
sion can always be dealt with satisfactorily.
All these objections which are raised are,
to a trained mind, objections which can he
overcome. With the aid of science they can
be effectively and completely dealt with, but
if we run departments and eliminate from
those departments men of scientific training,
we cannot expect to progress and overcome
diffieulties. Mr. Ewing also brought for-
ward the point that there was an honourable
understanding hetween the Commissioner
and the companies, and that practically the
whole of the companics would be given rail-
way ordera until some time after peace had
been declared. It seems now that to bring
about an alteration is highly injudicious,
Every effort on the part of all of us is ve-
quired to keep the wheels of industry go-
ing, to keep our population here, and keop
them employved, and I trust that somethiag in
this direction will be done.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON  (North-East)
[8.18): The debate which has taken place on
the motion moved by Mr, Ewing has quite
justified that hon. member in his action. We
have heard quite a lot ahout the Collie coal
industry this evening and its relation to the
State, how it affects the mines and mine own-
ers, and also how it affects those who are
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engaged in using it, the ruilway men, [
visited Collie recently, and whilst there I
heard much vigorous language used in con-
nection with this guestion, and I came to
the vonclusion that the present Commissioner
of Railways is not a popular man in Collie.
As a matter of fact, if he had to stand for
election for his present position, he would
not get a single vote in Collie. Personally,
I must admit, in listening to those who bave
discugsed the question both privately and in
public, I have bad the misfortune to strike
violent partisans on both sides. Even in the
discussion tbis evening an element of parti-
sanship has entered. In any question
such as this there arc the interests to be
considered, tirst of all, of the mine owner
and then the miner, and in Collie at times
the mine owner and the miner happen to be
one and the same pergon. The interests of
these people have been well put before us,
Apain, we have the railway men who are
taking up quite a large proportion of the
spate columns of the daily Press in whick
to set out their side of the case, It appears
to we that, although these two parties are in
violent disagreement on this question, it is
due to us to give it consideration from the
point of view of the whole State. 1 hope
we shall shortly hear the policy of the Gov-
ernment in this respeet. It is. rather re-
markable to me to find that the Railway
Commissioner is dictating the policy of the
Goveroment on such a question as this. If
he is allowed to do so on this occasion, we
will be justified in inquiring a little into the
question of whoe fixed the railway poliey in
connection witk ofther industries- in the
State. For instance, if the Government are
inclined to stand off and say that this is a
matter purely for the Railway Commissioner,
and that he ia taking this attitude purely
from a business standpoint, T shall be re-
minded of previous occasions when questions
such us this arose, and when the Railway
Commissioner took mp a rather remarkable
position from the business standpoint. Take,
for instance, the case where the freight on
super was reduced until that commodity was
carried over the railway for about a guarter
its eost. T do not think it requires much
argument to demonstrate that this was not
the policy of the Railway Commissioner and
that he wouid not adopt such a policy from
a commercial standpoint. Therefore, despite
what we are told that the Commissioner has
a free hand, the fact remains that previously
the Government saw fit to interfere. They
had a very definite policy and the Railway
Commissioner fell inte line with that policy.
When the Government thought it wnecessary
to use the rajllways to assist the industries,
or to win an election,. the Railway Commis-
sioner appeared to have heen very blind.
The poliey of the Government and of the
Commissioner on such oecasions appeared to
eoincide. Now, of couwrse, when the pre-
gent difficulty is facing as, the whole of the
onus is to be placed on the shoulders of the
Commisgionar. This is too big a question for
the Cominissioner, and he should not be per-
mitted to decide what poliey should be
adopted in connection with the coal mining
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industry of the State. So far as our ex-
perience is concerned, I remember when Col-
Jie coal was c¢onsidered quite a joke. BEven
with public men it was not conzidered omt
of place for them to publicly belittle and
defame Collie coal. That feeling has died
down and especially since our cxperience of
the last few months when we found that
C'ollie coal, instead of being a joke, was of
vital importance to the State and saved the
State during a critical period of its history.

Hon. W. Kingemill: It has saved us right
from the beginning.

Hon. H. MILLINGTOX: Exactly. We do
not realise these things until they are brought
home to us, as they were brought home re-
cently, 1| refer to the industrial dispute which
vaunged i shortage of ecozl here, and also the
abnormal conditions which rendered it almost
impossible to get coal from the Eastern States.
The Conunissioner probably would not take all
these things into consideration. In running
the State railways purely as a business con-
cern, perhaps he does not want to take all
these things into counsideration, but with the
{igpvernment controliing the industry it is quite
an entively different proposition. We hear a
wood deal about business lines, but T think we
have alsp got used to comsidering these matters
in a different light from that which was in-
tended, When pegple tell us we have to run the
concerns of the State on business lines, we can
generally bet that that is not meant so far
as any particalar business is eoncerned. A
tarmer docs not suggest running the railways
on business lines when he wants cheap super.
and so it is right through the piece. There-
fore, the question of business lings need not
enter into this discursion. It is really a ques-
tion of what is bLest in the interests of the
State, and as the Government have done so
much to assist the various industries, I think
they can well look at this a little bit from the
Collie people’s point of view. I am interested
also i the manner in which this will affect
our railway system and the manner in which it
will affeet the drivers and firemen who have to
use this coal. 1 think we have to eonsider not
only the wmine owners and miners, bot also the
users of the coal, and 1 say unreservedly, after
asking a good many questions while [ was at
Uollie, and after hearing both sides, that un-
doubtedly the position in which we find the
coal industry to-day is due, to a certain ex-
tent, to the carelessness of those who bave been
supplying the commodity. T think it is just
as well, on an gceasion like this, to tell those
who supply the roal that whatever happened
in the past, if they hope to get what they want
on this cceasion, that is the egual distribution
of orders, they must give the railway svstem
at least elean coal. [ mentioned this in Collie
and they said, ¢*We admit that we could have
heen a little more careful in this respeet.’’ If
we are to support their elaims, the Railway
Department are perfectly justified in demand-
ing that they shall have a good article and it
the Collie people expect nug to back their claims
they must give us a fair deal, We cannot
impose too stringent restrietions in this re-
speet. It must be understood that if the
mines are to get san equal distribution, they
must give a guarantee that they will not give
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a third or fourth class article, where it is pos-
sible to supply the first rate article. That is
a question for the Railway Commissioner and
the Government to determine, and I see no
rearon why all the mines should not be given
a tair show, On the other hand, they must
be given to understand that if they offend in
this respect, drastic measures will have to be
taken and the particular mine offending will
have to go clean out. I believe tbat the mine
owners are prepared to give a fair deal in this
regpect and the Government are justly entitled
to demand it. I say this because it appears
to me that the firemen and drivers of the rail-
ways have had their just grievances in fthe
past. ‘They say that matters have gone along
to such an extent that they have no confidence
in any further promises that are made. Be
that as it may, there must be some method
which could be adopted so as to provide that
only good coal should be consumed on the rail-
ways. At a time like this, when we have on the
one hand one party making a very violent and
what appears to be a definite demand, and on
the other hand the Collie firemen and drivers
appearing alse to have a pretty definite policy,
is it not well for the Government to take this
matter inte consideration, and endeavour to
find some way ont of the present difficalty in.
stead of allowing, as it appears, hoth parties
to act in a manner which, if both statements
are correct, is going to result in a deadlock?
T believe that the Government intend to take
this matter into consideration, If the Govern-
ment are stirred up I think they will take
charge of the matter, and show that, in a
question like this affegting ax it does the in-
terests of the State as a whole, they rea-
lise that it is they who should be running the
State. I ask the Government to take the
matter in hand not merely in the light of &
business undertaking, but becaunse of the other
faetors which have been referred to by the
various speakers, who have stated the ease so
cloquently and well,

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) [8.32]: I guite realise the importance
of the question before us, and that it is of such
a nature as to justify the action taken to-day.
1t appears to me that we are faced with a
very serious situation inasmuch as one seetion
of the community, the Engine Drivers and
Firemens’ Association, is clashing with an-
other scction of the enmmunity, the coal
mine owners, and nnless something is done to
bring about a settlement there is no doubt
that serions trouble will occur. That is why
I say that the situation is a mest serious ome.
I did hope that we might have had the ad-
vantage of hearing somelhing from one of
the members of the Government in the Cham-
ber, and that they might have said earlier
in the debate something which perhaps wounld
have saved the House much time a1d enabled
us io proceed with the other business. 1 sup-
pose, however, we will have to be patient and
that some information will be fo-theoming
latzr on. There is one question which has
not vet been very grestly touched upon. T
am not inelined to believe that it is owing to
any indiseretion on the part of the present Min-
ister for Railways that this present tronble
has been hrought gbout, or owing te any per-
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suasion on the part of any of his officers.
But there is something else underlying the
whole thing which has not yet been touched
upsn, to my satisfaction at any rate. Very
little has been said upon the question of
costs. In the circular letter issucd by the
Engine Drivers and Firemen’s Association,
this body haa gone to the trouble of pointing
out the difference in the costs of the vari-
ous types of coal. That is set forth on page
2 of the letter and is as follows:—

The qualify of this coal, which is' con-
sumed per train mile, renders it a most
expensive article compared with the Pro-
prietary coal, and the consumption of two
of them cost the State 23, 104. per ton more
than the Proprietary, and the other 1is.
214d. per ton., Thus the railways are pay-
ing 2s. 10144, per ton more for an article
of an inferior nature, which exposes the
country to more risks ard which i3 in
every way inferior to other coal produced
on the same field. These prices are only
computed where the coal is used near the
mines wnder the bhest conditions. We re-
peat that the consumption of 50 per cent.
of this stuff on our railway system is wrong
and should nat be allowed to continue.

I bave oanly this to support me in the re-
marks which T am now making, and it is
with a statement like this before me that 1
wish to place my remarks on record. I hope
that when Mr. Ewing is replving he will
make some refarence to this letter. I am al-
most inclined to think that the whole ques-
tion is something like that of a storm in a
tea cup, but still it is a question which we,
ag repregentatives of the people, shonld be in
a position to settle before il assumes any
more gerious aspect than it has assumed at
the present time, or gives any more tangible
resufts. When we come to hear the reply of
the Government, a3 represented in this House,
we shall probably find that the Commissioner
is not so much to blame as he appears to be
from the remarks which have been made, I
realise the seriousness of the position and
the importanee of the ecoal industry. Tt is no
doubt one of the most important of onr pri-
mary industries, and anything that would
have a tendenecy to retard or injure it in its
progress I shomld certainly raise my voice in
protest against. I was very pleased to hear
from Mr. Ewing that the actions of the miners
at Collie were landable in the extreme, tak-
ing into consideration the great percentage of
men who have responded to their country’s
call and are fighting for our frecdom on the
battlefields of Eurcpe. That must weigh very
considerably with houn. mombers in dealing
with that question. It does weigh with me
very considerably, and I say it is my duty
to protect the interests of these men, even
though this may be responsible for a slight in-
crease in the cost which the Governnent
will be called upon to pay for their coal for
the running of the railways. This is not a
time when strife of this nature should crop
up at all. With a little discretion I firmly
believe that the whole trouble could have
been obviated. I hope that in the course of
his reply Mr. Ewing will be able to state
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that although the Government are paying
more per ton, as stated in the cirecvlar issued
by the locomotive engine drivers’ association,
there will he solid reasons ftor that being
paid, und that the benefits to be derived by
the State will compensate for the extra out-
lay. I hope that before danger comes any
nearer than it is now, the whole question will
be amicably settled.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H.
P. Colebatch—East) [8.41]: Mr. Duffell has
expressed regret that I did mot enter into
this debate earlier. I would remind him that
it has been the praectice of this House for
the Minister, whe proposes to deal with the
subject under discussion, to waijt wntil all
the members have had an opportunity of
speaking, in order that he may be in a posi-
tion to reply to any point raised by any hen.
member. Had it been intimated to me, no
matter how indirectly, that it was the de-
sire on the part of hon. members that this
practice should be departed from on this
oceasion, I would have been onty too pleased
to bave spoken after Mr. Ewing had re-
sumed his seat. I wish to assure hon. mem-
bers that the Government have had the mal-
ter under very serious consideration for =z
long itime past. As several hon. members
have intimated, the position is a difficult one.
The miners at Collie say to the Govermment,
¢“Unless you will immediately agree to the
principle of equal distribution, we will not
mine any more coal.’’ The railway engine-
drivers and firemen say to the Goverament,
f“Unless you depart from this system of
equal distribution aod use local coal best
suited to railway purposes, we will not con-
tinue to run the railways.’’ The Govern-
ment do not propose to be influenced in the
decision they arrive at by threats either
from oune side or the other, but at the same
time realise that it is their duty not to take up
any high-handed attitude, and to endeavour
to get both parties, in a spirit of sweet rea-
sonableness, to arrive at a compromise which
will be suitable to all. In the hope of doing
that, a conference was held some few weeks
ago and this conference continued for some
days, but, unfortunately, a decision was not
arrived at. Sinee the parties interested, the
proprietors of the coal mines, the workmen,
the Ruailway Commissioner, and the engine-
drivers were unahle te come to a decision,
it has now become the dnty of the Govern-
ment to review the matter and reach a de-
cision themselves. In making that statement
I do not hes‘tate to say that the object of
the Government will be, not, as some hon.
members have suggested, tao strangle the
Collic coa) fields, but to make such an ar-
rangement by which it will be possible for
the State to use more Colile coal than it kas
ever used before. To put the matter slightly
differently, I will say that because we have
not been able to get Newcastle ccal in the
past or canoot get it now, we have been
forced to use more Collie coal than we ever
did in the past. The desire of the Govern-
ment now is that what we have to do by
compulsion at the present time shall be done
by choice and as a matter of advantage to
the State in time to come. We wish to put
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the larger comsumption of Collie coal upon a
permanent basis, and I do net think that it
is unreasonable for the Government in tak-
ing uvp that attitude to say ‘“We must he
permitted some voice, if there is a difference
in the value of these coals for railway pur-
poses, as to the quantity of coal of each
kind that we shall use for railway purposes.’’
The Government have no sympathy whatever
with any suggeation that the whole of the
¢oal should be vsed from one mine, and no
idea of that kind will be put into foree.
But, at the same time, the information now
available to the Government does not justify
us in saying that we arc prepared to agree
to an equal distribution in all circumstances.
I hope to be able to satisfy hon. membera
that, if we did nake such a declaration at
the present time, we shonld be flying directly
in the face of the recommendations of the
Royal Commission, whose report has been so
frequently referred to during this debate. 1
should like, if possible, to remove the impres-
sign that past Governments have heen ua-
mindful of the desirableness, in the interests
of the State, of developing the Collie coal
industry. I do not think any good purpose
is served, when matters of this kind are
under debate, by saying, ‘‘You have done
such a lot for this industry and sueh a lot
for that industry, and nothing for Collie
eoal.’”’ There are just one or two points of
which T would like to remind hon. membera.
Some years ago the price of Collie coal was
fixed at 8s. 9d. per ton; and, at the time that
price was fixed, one of the Collie mines
offered to supply the Railway Depariment
with the whole of the coal they required at
75. per ton. The Government of the day—I
think, rightly—rejected that oifer beecause
they congidered, in the terms of Dr. Jack's
report, that it would be unjust to the Collie
coalfields to aceept the offer. Consequently,
at that time a price of 8s. 9d, per ton was
paid for Collie coal in order to encourage
the industry generally, whilst the whole of
the Railway Department’s requirements
could bave been obiained from one of the
eollicries at Ts. per ton. Dr. Jack’s recom-
mendation, I think T am correct in saying,
was that 66 per cent. of Collie coal should
be used and 33 per cent. of imported coal
Now, gradnally, before present conditions
made it impossible to obtain Neweastle coal,
the proportion of Collie coal has been
steadily increased; and persopally I am
quite convinced that if this State had not
had Collie coal we should have had to pay
a great deal more for Neweastle coal than
we have paid in the past. Tt may be pos-
gible for the Commissioner of Railways to
demonstrate, as he has said in his report,
that the use of Collie coal in certain cir-
cumatances has added to the cost of run-
ning the railways. But I have always held
the opinion, and I hold it to-day, that but
for Collie coal we should have had to pay =
great deal more for Newcastle coal than we
have paid in the past. Therefore, in any
remarkes I make showing that Colile coal has
not been neglected, I do pot wish it for a
moment to be supposed that the industry has
not been worthy of all the enconuragement it
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has received, and possibly of more. Before we
were compelled to use a largely increased
percentage of Collie coal owing to the im-
possibility of getting Newcastle coal, 80 per
cent, of Collie coal was used in the winter
months of the year, and a reduced quantity
from the 15th November to the 15th March,
During that brief period of the summer,
about 70 per cent. of Collie coal was used.
Thus it will be seen that even before this
compulsion eame along, through the shortage
of Newcastle coal, the quantity of Collie coal
used on the railways was steadily increasing.
For the current year it is estimated that out
of a total consumption of 220,000 tons of
coal, 200,000 will be from Collie. That is to
gay, only one-tenth will be Newcastle coal.
We propose this year to use 80 per cent. of
Collie coal.

Hon. J. Ewing: The Governmeht should
be using 100 per cent. of Collie coal.

Tha COLONIAY, SECRETARY: ‘“he
Royal Commission do not favour the nsing
of 100 per cent, of Collie coal, because it
is laid down eclearly in the Commission’s re-
port that to use Collie coal on the northern
railways would mean a heavy inctrease in
cost to our Railway Department. However,
I shall be very glad if the time arrives
when we can use nothing but Collie coal.
There is another aspect from which the
State has not been ungenerous to the Collie
coal industry. Collie coal was supposed to
pay a royalty of 3d. per ton for the first 10
years, and of 6d. per ton thereafter; and
that provision is still on the Statute-book.
It is law at the present time. Up to 1905
Collie coal had, as a matter of fact, paid
in royalties £14,462. That was paid in the
early days of the industry, when it was
struggling, and whon, as I have already said,
the price paid by the Railway Departnient
for Collie coal was 8s. 9d. per ton. Sinoce
then, not by the action of Parliament in
repealing that law, but as the result of ano
act of grace on the part of the various Gov-
eroments in power from time to time, the
royalty due hy the Collie companies has
been remitted from year to ycar, the amount
of suel remission up to the present time
being the substantial one of £60,000. That
has been remitted, not by Act of Parliament,
but as an act of grace. I am not boggling
at this. I say that the Collie ¢oal industry
is worth developing, and that everything
neceasary should be done to encourage its
development, But I do wmot think it fair to
say that different Governments have not
done their best to asgist this great industry.
\We have heard some references to an agree-
ment made, an agreement that the exist-
ing condition of affairs should continue un-
til a certain period after the termination
of the war,’ This agreement, like other agree-
ments, was mutual. There were mutual obliga-
tions and mutual undertakings under thia agree-
ment. We have been reminded that one fea-
ture of the agreement was an obligation on the
part of the Railway Department to take a
certain proportion of their coal requirements
from eack mine. Now, what was the obli-
gation on the part of the Collie coal pro-
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prietors? That they should supply to the
Railway Departmment coal until three months
after the war at the price then obtaining,
whic¢h was 11s. a ton.

Hon. R. J. Lyun:
altered that.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1 am not
suggesting that the 11s. per ton was suffic-
ient, although T shall have a word or two
to say on that point a little later. In May,
1915, a letter on this point was written by
the Acting Seceretary for Railways. That
letter has been made the subjeet of refer-
ence during the debate. It reads as fol
lows:—

I have to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 1st instant, and in reply
am directed to inform you that the Com-
migsionér concurs in the extension of the
conditions and existing arrangements in
¢onneetion with the old contract for the
supply of Collie coal until three months
after the cessation of hostilities, and the
necessary directions are being given aeeord-
ingly. It will, however, be necessary for
the bond to be renewed,

The date of that letter is the T7th May,
1913; and Y understand the agreement in all
particulars was observed until the middle
of December, 1916, when, on application
made by the member for the district, Mr, A.
A, Wilson, an increase of Gd. per ton was
granted, bringing the price np to 11s. Gd.
per ton. Some time afterwards, the New-
castle strike, to which reference has been
made this afternoon, cccurred; and T heart-
ily endorse the statements wmade by hon.
members that had it not been for Collie
coal we should have found ourselves in a
deplorable position when that strike hap-
pened. The strike was settled by Mr. Jus
tice Edmunds, of New South Wales. He
settled it by giving the miners an increased
wage and by arranging that the price of
coal should be raised. Afier that decision
had been arrived at in New South Wales,
a further inc¢rease of no less than 1s. 114.
per ton was made in the price paid by this
Government for Collie coal.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: As against a rise of 3s.
per ton in the Eastern States.

The GOLONTAL SECRETARY: But I do
want that point te be understood. ¥ observe
in a letter of which a copy has been sent
me, and whichk T understand is to be pub-
lished to-morrow as a reply to the comments
of the Engine Drivers’ Association, the sug-
gestion is made that the Government intend
to treat their agreement to maintain the
old conditions until three months after the
war, merely as a serap of paper. I think it
is a fair proposition that if the Government
make an agreement to continve certain con-
ditions or a certain contract wuntil three
months after the war, the obligation to ob-
serve the terms of the agreement are ‘on both
sides. As a fact, the price provided for in
that contract was 1ls, per tom, and the
price at present paid by the Government,
and insisted wpon by the eoal companies, as
a result of the award given in the Eastern
States, is 13s. 5d. per ton. So that during

But the Government
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the progress of the agreewent the price has
been increased by 2s. 5d. per ton. If I can
show, as I think I can, that other circum-
stances have sarisen which have altered the
position very considerably, 1 maintain that
there is equal justifieatien for the Govern-
ment’s seeking some modification of the
agreement in regard to the distribution of
orders as there is in the Government’s pay-
ing 2s. 5d. per ton more than the price
stated in the contraet.

Hon. R. T. Lynn: A watter of pique, be-
cange the award was given in the Eastern
States.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not
know that there is any pique about it. The
award was given in the Eastern States, and
the Collie coal owners elaimed that they were
entitled to the incrcased price fixed by the
Price Fixing Commission.

Hon. R. J. Lyon: Why {id not the Western
Austraglian Government appoint someone to
protest apainst it in the East?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I do not
think the Western Australian Government had
mueh chance of making an appearance before
Eastern States tribunals in this connection.
I do not wish to say anything at all about
the arbitration proceedings by which the New-
castle strike was settled. The question now
arises whether tbe demand for the increased
price was altogether justified.  Mr. Lynn
speaking this afternoon said that if the Collie
Proprietary Company got the large proportion
of orders suggested by the Cemmisgioner,
they would be making a very handsome profit
indeed. I can quite understand that if a com-~
pany are working full time they can produee
eoal o great deal more cheaply than if only
working part time. Bnt we have here a state-
ment in paragraph 294 of the Royal Commnis-
sion’s report dealing with the question of
price. The Commission says—

Inasmueh, however, as our iuvestigations
show that Collie coal can be mined and sold
at a good profit at its present price of 1ls,
per ton on trucks at pit’s mouth, we re-
eommend that the present maximum and
winjmum prices, viz. 12s. and 8s. 94. per
ton respectively, be retained.

We have the statement of Mr. Lynn that the
FProprietary company would make a handsome
profit out of this contract. We have the state-
ment of the Royal Commission that coal can
be mined and sold at the present price of 11s.
per ton.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Mow is it that one of the
chief mines has never paid a dividend?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T do not
know. We have also this fact, a fact worth
the while of hon. members to ponder over: we
were told that the Scottish Colliery had heen
unable for some time to supply its quota of
Government orders. During the time the Scot-
tish Colliery was unable to supply its quota,
it farmed out the right to supply those orders,
and reeeived from the companies supplying
them 2s. per ton for the privilege, which
rather tends to bear out the statement of the
Royal Commisgion that the coal can be mined
and sold profitably at 1ls., and also the state-
ment of Mr, Lynn that if the Proprietary
company got this contract they would be mak-
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ing a handsome profit indeed. I also under-
stund that another mine not able to supply its
quota has received so much from another com-
|rany that supplies the deficiency. The Rail-
ways are using an inereasing quantity of
Collie coal, because they cannot get Newcastle
coal, and I hope that they will be able to so
arrange their affairs that even when they can
again get Newcastle coal they will eontinue
to consume Collie coal in the larger quantity.
For the year 1915-16 we find that 63,000 tons
of Newcastle coal was used, as against 164,000
tons of Collie coal. Last year 37,000 tons of
Newcastle was used as against 178,000 tons of
Collie c¢oal, and for the current year it is ex-
pected that the proportions will be in the ratio
of 20,000 tons of Neweastle coal and 200,000
tons of Collie coal. This brings me to the
opinions of the Royal Commission on this
question of equal distribution, Judging by
the remarks of some of the speakers I think
anyone who is not familiar with thia repert
would be very likely to run away with the idea
that the Royal Commission recommended the
equal distribution of coal orders.

Hon. J. Ewing: Tor six yeara.

The COLONIAL SLECRETARY: We will
go more fully into that directly. The present
claim of the companies and miners of Collie is
ot only that the Railway Department shall
equally distribute the whole of its orders be-
tween the six companies at present op-
crating on the field or likely to be operating
in the near future, when they overcome the
temporary difliculties they are under at the
present time, but also that any orders which
any one of those companies iz unable to fill
shall be equally distributed between the others.
That is the claim made. 1 want to point out
that that elaim is directly contrary to the re-
commendations of the Royal Commission. The
Royal Commission in its reports says—

Under present conditions there is equal
distribution of orders amongat the various
mines working at CUollie, although the coals
are of very different valwes from a railway
standpoint.

I am not going to say a word in favour of any
coal as against any other; I do not profess to
know anything about it. But I say that the
Royal Commission distinetly laid it down that
there was a great difference in the values of
these coals from a railway standpoint. The
report eontinues—

Presumably, if more mines opened, the
new mines would claim to share in this equal
distribution. It is conceivable that so many
mines may open that the quota of the rail-
way order received by each will be quite
inadequate to enable the mine to work at a
reasonable stage of efficiency. We are con-
vingced that such a condition of affairs would
be disastrous to the State assets.

Ve have had the suggestion made thia after-
noon that if any other mines should open they
should he included in the distribution.

Hon. R. J. Lyon: Who said that?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
suggested by Mr. Ewing.

Hon. J. Ewing: Certainly not, although I
do not see any objection to it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The Royal
Commission says it would be disastrous to the

It was
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State assets. At the time the Commission said
this there were five coliieries operating, and
not six; it was only five that the Royal Com-
wission took into account when it advocated
equal distribution.
Hon. R. J. Lynn: There always have been
six,
The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The para-
graph continues—
Unless a fair margin of profit can be
sceured, economic¢al methods of working can-
not be employed; cheapness in working costs
has to be attained even by serious sacrifice
of efficiency. TFive collieries are at present
in operation, and the bulk of trade, even
under the best conditions, is not sufficient to
keep these mines working at anything like
full pressure. We appreciate the value of
healthy competition as a means of keeping
the producers alive to the necessity of main-
taining a high-grade supply of material, but
we believe that the eompetition, so far as it
can be produced by numbers, is already
quite sufficient, We are of opinion that ex-
tremely good causc should be shown before
the number of ecollieries to share in the rail-
way orders is further increased.
And since this report has been issued this
number has been inc¢reased. There are six
sharing, and there were only five at the time
the report was written.
Hoy. .J. Ewing: There always have been six.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Here we
have five distinetly mentioned in the Commis-
sion’s report.
Hon. R. J. Lynn: The sixth had water
trouble, and has since got over it.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The report
continues—
We believe that the pripciple of equal
distribution of orders militates against the
principle of competition very much more
effectively than smallness in number of
competitors. Under present conditions, no
matter what the suitability of the coal is,
s0 long as it comes up to the standard
thermal requirements the producer is aa.
sured of an equal sharc in railway orders.
We recognise that several mines at Collie
would not have come into existence had it
not been for this principle of equal dis-
tribution, and it would be manifestly un-
fair to cancel the arrangements which have
been entered into, without due notice.
From that paragraph it is surely obviousa that
the Commissioner did not favour the prin-
ciple of equal distribution. On the contrary,
it says that the prineiple is destructive to the
spirit of competition which alone ean ensure
the production of the best article; but that
some of these companies having been en-
couraged to come into existence because of
this principle of equal distribution, it would
be manifestly unfair to c¢lese them down
without due notice, The report of the Com-
missioners continues—
Provided that the use of Collie coal on
the railways be regarded as a principle of
national importance, and that Collie coal
be used wherever and in whatever propor-
tions it is possible to do so, we recommend
that six years’ notice, equal to the dura-
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tion of two contract periods of three years
cach, shovld be given that the existing
policy of the equality of railway orders
will cease, and that after the expiration of
that period the Railway Commissioner be
allowed to select the eoals which he re-
gards 3 most suitable for railway pur
poses.
I am merely queting this so that hon. mem-
bers will not run away with the idea that
the Royal Commission recommend equal dis-
tribution of orders. Emphatically, they de-
neunce the principle as being a vicious priu-
ciple, eliminating the competition so de-
sirable in such an industry. But they
say, and very rightly, that these com-
panies that have come into operation
becuuse of the existence of that prin-
ciple should be given considerable notice,
and they go on to say that at the expiry of
‘that period the Commisiorer should be al-
lowed to seleet the coals which he regards
as most suitable for ra:xlway purposes.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: “What was the date
of that report?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: [t is four
years since the Commission commenced their
investigations. How long it is gince they com-
pleted I do not know, but I believe the Com-
mission were as leisurely in their habits as
are most Commissions.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Be fair. The work of
the Commission was deferred owing to the
war for some considerable time.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Y daresay
they were as quick as they could be in the
circumstances, but I think it is the habit of
Royal Commissions to take a long time over
their work. TIhis report was printed some
time in 1936. The Commission go on to say—

As a result of our investigations we find
that when a mine is unable to supply its
quota of the Government order it has been
customary for the company, with the con
sent of the Railway Department, to ar-
range with one or more of the other mines
to take over the supplying of its orders,
usnally at a satisfactory premium.

As T have said, in one case the Seottish Col-
liery farmed out their right to supply the
railway order at 2s. per ton, and the fact
that they were able to get another company
to pay that premium is highly suggestive of
generous treatment on the part of the Gov-
ernment in the matter of prices. The re-
port continues—

In our opinion this procedure is quite
incorrect, and should not be permitted.
The demand of the miners at Collie is, not
only that there should be equal distribution
of the Government orders, but equal distri-
bution of any order that a company fails to
supply; and from the speeches made this
afternoon onc might easily run away with
the impression that it was the opinion of the
Royal Commission that that praetice should
be in force. What is actually the recommen-
dation of the Commission is contained in
paragraph 233, of the report, which reads

as follows:—

We recommend therefere that when a

company i3 exempted from its liability to
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supply from its own mine, the Commis-

sioner of Railways should bave the right

of allocating the amount of the order

among the other mines.

Hon, J. Ewing: Equally.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No.

Hon. J. Ewing: That was the intention,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: How can
the hou. mewber say that? ‘‘The Comumis-
sioner should have the right of allocating
the amount of the order amongst the other
mines.”* It can have no other meaning than
that the distribution of that order should
be at the discretion of the Commissioner:
because the whole tenor of this report is
contrary to the system of equal distribution.
It denounces equal distribution, and only
suggeste it continnance for a certain period
because n number of mines have been
hrought into existence under that system.
Therefore the last paragraph is consistent
with the remainder of the report. When a
mine fails to supply its quota the Commis-
sioncr shall have the right to allocate the
order as he thinks fit, T want to point out
that when the Commission made this re-
port the railways were uvsing approximately
70 per cent, of Collie coal and 30 per cent, of
Neweastle coal. It was that 70 per cent.
which the Commission recommended should
still be divided in accordance with this
agreement. The Commission say distinetly
that there is & marked difference between the
values of the coals produced in the different
Colile mines. I am not going to argue the
point, I am standing merely on the report
of the Commission. The point T wish to
make is this: now that we are excluded from
nging Newecastle coal, does it not follow as
an ordinary business proposition that in
making up the extra guantity to replace that
Newcastle coal, the Commissioner should use
the cvoal best suited to his purpose? Ounly
by doing that ean we keep the spirit of the
report of the Royal Commisgion. If it is
argued that all these coals are of equal value
for railway purposes—if anyone wishes to
argue that point—then T say, do not argue
it with me because I know nothing about it.
It must be argued with the Royal Commis-
sion and the' Royal Commission says the
value of these coals is not equal. If that is
correct the Government are hound to follow
the spirit of the report of the Royal Commis-
sion and the most that would be said, if
we stick strietly to the report, is that so far
as the quantity of Collie coal which we were
in the habit of using before the Newcastle
supplies were cut off is concerned, it must
be equally distributed hecause some of
these mines were brought inte existence
wnder the policy of equal distribution. We
must give them the same quantity as they
hail hefore, but so far as the extra coal is
concerned, because of the inability to obtain
Newcastle coal, we must obtain the very best
coal possible, and let me remind hon. mem-
bers that it is antieipated that the railways
will elose the year with a deficit of £400,000,

Hon. J. Ewing: You have an expert com-
ing, have you not? '

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is the
intention of the Government, in view of the
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fact that the Conunissioners’ term of office
is expiring shortly, to take advantage of the
presence in one of the other SBtates of an
espert in railway matters and to take ad-
vice from him.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: An expert under verv
different circomstances. ’

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This re
port, paragraph for paragraph, deals with
the question of the difference in the relative
values of Collie coal. Paragraphs 79 to 86—TI
do not propose to read them now—are de-
voted almost exclusively to dealing with the
question of the difference in the values for
railway purposes of these Collie c¢oals. 1 re-
peat, if the Government decide to earry out
in detail the recommendations of the Royal
Commission, the most they could do would
be to say that, insofar as the proportion of
Collie coals that we take when Newcastle is
available, we shall continve the principle of
equal distribution.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Will you admit that?

The COLONIAL, SECRETARY: I say that
is the most we could do. T am not in a posi-
tion to say what the Government will do.
The negotiations have not come to a conclu-
sion yet. But, so far as any extra quantity
is concerned, the Commisgioner will tuke the
very best coal obtainable for his purposes.
That is a definite recommendation of the
Royal Commission. It is wrong, it is misin-
terpreting the report, to say that the Royal
Commission recommended equal distribution.
They opposed it from every point of view,
merely advocating that, because some of the
mines came into existence on the principle of
equal distribution, that a six years’ notice
ahould be given and at the termination of
the six years the Commissioner should select
the coal which he thought best for his pur-
pose. In making that recommendation, and
giving that reason, that because these mines
came into existeace under that principle, it
would be unfair to close them down, the
Commission could not have in mind that
Newcastle coal would he excluded and the
Commission could not have in mind that the
extra quantity of coal required would be
equalty distribnted also, So far as the
statement by the Engine-drivers’ and Fire-
men’s Association, appearing in this morn.
ing’s mewspaper ia concerned, Mr. Ewing
said in his speech that he was prepared to
deal with the different peints raised by the
association, and show that their contention
had no existence in fact. I listened very
carefully to the hon., member and lLe did not
deal with any of the points.

Hon. J. Ewing: You are quite wrong. TIn
the latter part of my speech I dealt with
every one of them,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I listened
very attentively and I remember the points
which appeared in the newspaper, I do not say
that the case put up by the engine-drivers ia
right or wrong, but I say that in the report of
the Royal Commission there is a tremendoua
difference in the values of Collie coal, and now
that the Government have to use Collie coal al-
most exelusively, and does, as a matter of fact,
desire to use it exclusively, it should be per-
mitted to use the greater proportion of coal
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which is best suited for the railways, rather
than that which is less suited. If members ad-
mit that proposition, there is not much to dis-
pute between the Government and themselves.
Whilte they insist that there must be equal dis-
tribution of the whole quantity required, that
policy cannot be carried out without great loss
to the railways of the State. One colliery that
is not working is receiving 2s. per ton from
another colliery for the right of supplying
their orders. The Royal Commission stated that
coal could be profitably mined at Collie at 1la.
per ton while the priee paid to-day is 13s. 7d.
I say that 23, per ton on 200,000 tons of coal,
which the Government propose to use, repre-
sents the tidy sum of £20,000. Mr, Lynn asked
just now why the Co-operative Company had
not heen able to pay a dividend. That put a
suggestion inte my mind. I believe the public
of Western Australia would approve of the
action of the Government in treating the Collie
coal industry on a generous basis, so that the
industry shonld have a chance of developing.
Are the mines operating at Collie prepared to
lay their cards on the table, when entering into
these megotiations with the Government, to see
what arrangements ean be arrived at? Are the

. companies prepared to produce their balance

sheets so that the Government may be satisfied
that the price they are paying is fair and rea-
sonable, at an increase of 2s. 5d.%

Hon. R. J. Liynn: Sixpence royalty.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That has -
been suspended year arfter year, so that we can
leave that ont of the question. The increase is
23, 5d. since the agreement of 1915, The com-
panies should eatisfy the public that the in-
erease of 24. 5d. is justified.

Hon. B. J. Lynn: Do you know that youn
are entitled to demand anything relating to the
in¢reagse if you are not satisfied about itt

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I think
some of the remarks made as to the Commis-
sioner of Railways have been rather unfair, If
the Commisgioner is to be required, as the Gov-
ernment no doubt require him as a matter of
public policy, to do something which he may
say is not strictly business as far as the rail-
ways are concerned, I think there should be a
vote of Parliament to recompense him for it.
It is no good blaming the Commissioner of
Railways. As a matter of policy he is com-
pelled to do this and to do that, and I think
the Commissioner is quite right in regard to
Collie coal in eontending, from a purely rail-
way point of view, that he should be allewed
to use that coal which gives him the hest re-
sults, I can sce no justification for the in-
sinnation made by Mr. Ewing that thers js some
sinister motive behind the statement of the
Engine-drivers’ and Firemen’s Union.

Hon. 1. Ewing: I think se.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: We cannot
gee what motive the Engine-drivers’ and Fire.
men’s Trion can have in stating but what is

true. We ecannot see what they have got to
gain. [t will be readily recognised that the
using of Collie coal necessitates additional

handling, consegquently we c¢an readily under-
stand that the men prefer to use only New-
castle coal, bt T cannot understand what
motive they can have in urging the use of ome
kind of Collie coal as distinet from othera. [
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do not think it is suggested that these men
have any interest in the Proprietary mine. It
seems to me their attitude must be entirely
disinterested. I ask Mr. Ewing that if he gees
any sinister motive, let us know what it is, be-
cause the attitude of the Government towards
the stand the Engiuve-drivers’ and Firemen’s
Union have taken is that whilst we are not pre-
pared to allow them to dictate what they should
do or what they should not do, we accept the
statement made as being a hona fide and dis-
interested statement,

Hon. R. J. Lynn: It was published on a very
convenient day.

The OOLONIAL SECRETARY: I knew
nothing about it until I saw it in the news-
paper this morping, I do not know when it
was written, or anything about it. I received a
copy this morning but I had previously read it
in the newspaper. If members have any rea-
sons for impnting motives to that erganisation,
I shall be glad to know what those reasons are,
1t is the intention and the policy of the Gov-
ernmelt to encourage to the utmost the de-
velopment of the Collie coal industry. Having
been forced by the strike and the war to nse
larger quantities of Collie coal than we have
used before, we shall eentinue to wse those by
choice and in the interests of the country,
when other coals are available. But if that is
to be done we insist that we shall not be hound
to take equal quantities of all the coals if we
can get better results by obtaining larger quan-
tities of some and smaller quantities of others.
We do not propose to take all the requirements
from one mine but we proposs to carry out ab-
solutely, and in the spirit, I maintain, the re-
commendations of the Cemmission.

Hon. J. P, ALLEN (West) [9.28]: It was
not my intention to debate the motion but
I wish to refer to some of thc remarks of
thoe Minister. An objection was raised by
Mr. Lynn to the bulk of the orders going to
one colliery instead of Tbeing divided
amongst other collierics that had superior
coal, according to the report of the Royal
Commission. T am not in a position to say
whether the coal from ome nine is better
than that from another. I have some inter-
est in Collie eoal, and have taken an in-
terest in it for 20 vears, ever since the coal
indnstry was opcned up, but the statement
that the orders have not been given to those
whose coal gives the best results should be
replied to. That, to my mind, leaves the
wnpleasant Havour in the mouth of members
which has been referred to. If the Commis-
sioner were rvequested by the Government
to earry out as far as possible the recom-
mendations of the Royal Commission, then
I take it that the orders which could not be
executed by the mines twhich had the econ-
tract would be placed with the mines which
had the best coal. If the Government were
desirous that the Commisgioner should place
the orders to the best advantage in the in-
terests of the mines and the development of
the industry, they should have been placed
with the mines supplying the beat article
as suggested hy the Royal Commisgion, in-
stead of which we find that these orders
were placed with the colliery which stands
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third in the Royal Commission’s list. That
is the important question to whieh I thought
the Minister would have replied. The re-
port of the Commission states that the ealo-
rific value of the Proprietary coal is lower
than thnt of some of the others, and the
coal from that mine appears third on the
list.

The Colonial Secretary: On a peint of
order, I think I am entitled to inform the
House that the hon. member is not putting
the position fairly., The Commission in its
report referred not only to the question of
value, but the question of cleanliness, and
on that point refers to the Collie Proprie-
tary eoal as the best of the lot.

Hon. J. F. ALLEN: I am not speaking
of the cleanliness of the eoal. That ques-
tion was disposed of by Mr. Ewing. It has
been shown that the Commissioner has power
to reject coal which is not clean and he has
the power to send an inspector to the mine
and say what particular scam shall be
worked, If the Commissioner does not get
what he should receive, the fault is his own.
For years T have been watching the grow-
ing iuterests of Collic and I can only say
that it has had most unsympathetic treat-
ment from the Railway Department. It hay
been pointed out that a recommendation was
made by the Chief Mechanical Engineer
some years ago that the engines should be
altered to better use the coal. I knew the
engineer who made that recommendation,
and T konow thut the officials who have ocen-
pied that position since have no sympathy
with the industry at Collie, have done noth-
ing in this direction, and one sometimes
wonders why men rise te high positions
in  the public life. One comes to the
conclugion that it is the bubbles that
rise to the top, and T am afraid that we in
this State suffer largely from the fact that
we lhave bubbles af the head of affairs. The
coal industry is of vast importance to West-
ern  Australia. Throughout the world we
find that wherever they can produce ecoal
from their own s0il they spend as much as
they can to develop it. Coal is always the
backbone of a State. Every other industry
depends upon the cheap fuel it can produce.
This war has shown us also that the caun-
try whieb can produce all those things it re-
quires within its own borders is the best off,
It should be the policy of the Government,
and they should ingist on their officers res-
pecting that policy, that the natoral re-
sources whieh we have, and which are of
vital importance to the community, sueh as
this fuel, should be fostered to the best of
their ability. The opinions of officers may
he reeccived and econsidered, but it is not for
them to say which coal they like or dis-
like. It should be for the (overnment to
say that they must use this fuel, and if the
results are not satisfactory, then the Gov-
ernment should take the blame. No Govern-
ment should submit to employees attempting
to dictate as to what should be done in this
respect. I am sorry the Minister did not
explain that point; why the orders for this
eoal were placed with the colliery which
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appears third in the report of the Commis-
sion.

The Colonial Secretary: It is the best coal
according to the report of the Commission.

Hon. J. F. ALLEN: If that is so, then the
Government printer who prinfed this report
is at fanlt. Further in regard to Collie coal,
extensive tests have heen made of it in Fre-
mantle. Five years ago I happened to be a
member of the Tramway Board at Freman-
tle, a body that consumed between 1,200
and 1,400 tons of coal per month. We
investigated the various coals from Collie
and carried ont tests on lines similar to
those of the Royal Commission. The results
of our tests were also very similar to those
obtained by the Commission, and the ceoal
from the Proprietary mine, instead of being
first on the list, came third or fourth, so
that the Minister’s statement that the Pro-
prietary mine is the hest, does not agree
with the expericnee of the Fremantle Tram-
ways Board or the Royal Commission.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[9.38]: I bave only a few words to offer aund
they will be in the nafure of a suggestion to
the Government. But before I make that
suggestion I would like to place on record my
opinion of the immense amount this State
owes to the Collie coal field. Mr. Ewing was
kind enough to refer to my having made the
first definite proposition for the use of Collie
coal by the Railway Department when I fixed
the percentage that should be used by the
Railways at 30 per cent, of Collie and 20 per
cent. of Newcastle coal. In those days I was
not Minister for Railways, I was Commissioner
of Railways, and T was the last political Com-
missioner exercising all the powers of the pre-
sent Commissioner and perhaps more. When
1 was fixing the proportion, I realised that if
we were not to become victims of the New
South Wales collieries, it was esgential that
onr own industry should be enecouraged, and T
firmly believe that if this industry had not
been encouraged this State would have been
paying for its coal for some years before the
war, no Jess than £2 a ton, and very prohahly
to-day £4 a ton. I thiok that the action which
was then taken has been absolutely justified
by the subsequent state of affairs, and this
country has been saved some hundreds of
thousands of pounds, while we owe a debt of
aratitnde to the indwnstry. Now, if any action
on the part of the Government in allocating
the bulk of the orders to one mine will have
the effect of hampering that field, or possibly
crushing it out of existence, I for one will
never support such an aetion. This is the sug-
gestion T have to make: The term of office of
the present Commissioner of Railways will ex-
pire in the course of a few months. T have not
seon advertisements ealling for applications
for the position, and indieations peint to the
fact that the present Commissioner will be re-
appointed. T do not know whether this is so
or not. Tf the period when his term will ex-
pire 15 enly a fow months off, in jngtice to
the present ocecupant of the office he should
he given notice, or he should be asked to sub-
mit an application for re-engagement with
others which might be invited from persons
willing- and capable of filling the position, and
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advertisements should be published throughoy
tbe length and breadth of the world. We ma
then in the course of a few months bave a ne
Commisgsioner of Railways and in justice t
that new Commissioner he should not be ham
pered in his choice of the ecoal with which t
work the railways; he should have the oppo
tunity of choosing the coal with which he wi
work the railways, Therefore I earnestly as
the Government not to take precipitate actic
at present, but to allow the Commissioner t
make his own choice.

Hon. A, Sanderson: Without any pressure.

Hon, W. KINGSMILL: Yes, without an
pressure,

Hon. H. Boan: Regardless of the effect i
will have on the industry.

Hon., W, KINGSMILL: I presume the Com
missioner will be a reasonable man, and I pre
sume also that any new Commissioner wh
may be appointed will be a reasonable man.

Hon, 1. J. Holmes: If bhe is appointed b
make the railways pay.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: If the present Com
missioner was appointed for that reason b
does not seem fo have had any luck. The in
terjection with regard fo pressure brings m
to another point which I did not intend ti
mention, The leader of the House said tha
a gentleman had been engaged to report o
the railways of Western Australia. I haw
the pleasure of knowing this gentleman who i
to bhe consulted, and let me say that one o
the most illuminating incidents in that gentle
man’s ecareer will be this very question w
have becn discussing, that is as to whether th
drivers and firemen ghall attempt, and to som
extent succeed, in dictating the policy of th
Government in regard to the fuels which shal
be used on the railways, I can imagine th
hopeless expression which will eome over tha
gentleman’s face when he finds that he wil
have to advise on a problem such as that. Hi
adviece to the Government will be eontained it
a very few words indeed, but those words wil
not be capable of being repeated by the Gov
ernment to Parliament, and it would not he
profitable to them if fthey did repeat them
While T admire the gentleman who has heer
selected for this task, I think the experience
he has gained in other countries is such as tc
render his advice—I will not say of any use
—of no practieal value, to put into effect in
regard to Auvstralian railways. Under those
circnmstaneces I am afraid that after his
South Australian experience he will very
likely not care to give very much advice about
our railways, If the Government give the
bulk or the whole of the orders far their fuel
to one mine it will result in the eventual ex.
tinction of the field We will then have a
monopoly to face which we all, or some of us,
feared some 16 years ago. I earnestly counsel
the Government to defer the granting of those
orders, or the rettlement of this question, until
the Commissioner, whoever he is, has received
his reappointment or new appointment, as the
case may be. Tn these circumstances T sup-
port the motion.

Hon, J. EWING (South-West—in re-
piyy [945]): T only desire to express,
with as mueh feeling as 1 ecan, the

sense of my obligation to hon. members
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who have been good enough to address
themselves to the debate this evening,
It avything could be more satisfying to me
than another it is the unanimity which exists
in this chamber in regard to the action I
have taken. I am sure that you, Sir, will
appreciate the position, and will agree that
seldom has a debate of such unanimous
character as this been conducted. Mr. Duf-
fell requires information, and wants to know
why it is that certain coals frem Collie cost
more than other coals, 8o far as the parti-
cular coal that is favoured on this occasion
is concerned, I would point out that it costa
more than the other coals from the fields do.
I again Jay siress uponm what I said this
afternoon, and upon paragraph 19§, page 25,
of the Royal Commission’s report where
members will find the crux of the whole ques-
tion. The ecrux of the question is the ad-
mixture of the coals. I defy the leader of
the House or any other member of the Gov-
ernment, or any person in the State, to con-
tradict that and prove that it is incorrect.
The report states that the admixture of hard
and soft couls produces a better quality of
coal than any other existing in Collis to-
day. If that is so, and 50 per cent. of each
coal is required, I maintain that there is
nothing more to be said. The leader of the
House has replied in a most unsympathetic
manner. He has also stated that I have
taken practically no notice of statements
made by the Engine-drivers’ Association, or
the figures contained therein, I am satis-
fied that hon. members will agree with me
that I have criticised these figures consider-
ably, and have pointed out the many occa-
sions in which they are wrong in their state-
ments, particularly in regard to engine
design and other matters which have been
spoken of by hon. members. The leader of
the House does not tell us the policy of the
Government in regard to the maiter except
in one important and vital particular,
namely, that the Government are not in
favour of the equal distribution of orders.
He argues that the cost of Collie coal is very
muceh higher than it was when the agreement
was made by the Commissioner for Railways
between himself and the companies for the
continualion of the contract during the cur-
rency of the war and for three months after-
wards, I would like to point to page 29,
paragraph 223 of the commission’s report.
Hon, members will there find that Newcastle
coal is valued at 238, 9d. per ton and other
Collie coal is worth 16s. 1d. per ton. They
must alse know that to-day Ncwenstle coal
is worth anything hetween 27s. 6d, and 80s.
per ton, and, if so, what is the value of
Collic coal to the State to-day? The sum
of 13s. 5d. per ton is being paid for Collie
coal of a certain calorific value. As a mat-
ter of fact the position is this: The Gov-
ernment are heing subsidised by the Collie
coal industry instead of the industry being
subsidised by the Government. The leader
of the HMouse has left many things unsaid,
and has made no reply to my appeal on bhe-
half of the miners who have gone to the war.
He has not allowed his patriotism to find
voice in the matter at all. He has taken the
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whole question as a keen business proposi-
tion. I should say he had taken his cue from
the Commissioner for Railways and that his
reply was probably that of the Commissioner
for Railways in opposition to the debate to-
day. T have already occupied the time of
the House at great length, but must say in
conclusion that I have been constrained to
force this motion to a division. I am re
minded, however, by hon. members who are
much older in experience in this House at
all events than I am that to do so would he
injudicious, T do not desire to place any
hon. member in any position that is not just
and fair. My desire was to obtain zan ex.
pression of opinjon from members, and that
expression of opinion has been practically
unanimeus in supporting me in the action [
have taken, The only thing I have to re-
gret in the debate is the seant courtesy of
the leader of the House and the unsympathetie
manper in which he replied to the various
speeches that have been made. I do hope
most sineerely that his utterances do not re-
present the opinion of the Government, and
thut at wo distant date we shall find a dif-
ferent proposition coming forward and a dif-
ferent aspect of the affair placed before the
country, Tf the Government have decided
that they are not in favour of the equal dis-
tribution of orders, then they must come to
that concluston with a full sense of their res-
ponsibilities. Whatever result may be
achieved the Government will have to take
the full responsibility upon their shoulders.
Wiih the permission of the House I desire to
withdraw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1. Sewerage Works Validation.
2. Curator of Intestate Lstates.
3. Electoral Act Amendment.
Received from the Assembly.
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BILL—BROOME LOCAL COURT ADMIR.
ALTY JURISDICTION,

Read a third time and passed.

Haonge adjourned at 9.55 p.m.



